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Advertiſement. 


H E Author of the following Pages 

makes no Apology for their appear- 
ing in Public; for if the leading Truths 
contained in them, and which are earneſt- 


ly contended for, do not correſpond with - 


the /acred Volume, the moſt laboured A- 
pology would by no Means: juſtify his 
Conduct: But if they are found, on a 
{ſerious Examination, to be agreeable to 
the Doctrines of Scripture, as held forth 
in the Articles and Homilies of our 
Church, he has no Apprehenſions from 
the contemptuous Frowns of Men; and 
without the leaſt Fear, either of a Reply 
from his Opponent, or invidious Criticiſm 
from the Reviewers, he ventures to ſend 
the enſuing Remarks into the World, with 
his ardent Wiſhes that a divine Bleſſing 
may accompany them, and make them 
anſwer ſome valuable Purpoſe. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


TEAAr a time when Error is lifting up its baneful head, 
MA N* to decry Goſpel Truths and diſcard evangelical 
Doctrines, it behoves the friends to godlineſs to ſtep 
forward, in order to wreſt the deſtructive weapons 
but of the enemy's hand. h | 

The infinitely important doctrine of the juſtification of a ſin- 
ner by the an merits and righteouſneſs of an incarnate Gon, 
is the peculiar glory of the goſpel of CHRIST, and productive of 
the nobleſt bleſſings, and the moſt exuberant joy to every be- 
liever, We live in aday when this all-important, ſoul-reviving 


truth is maligned and oppoſed 3 and this too, by many who di- 


ſtinguiſh themſelves from their fellow ſinners, by the honourable 
title of Miniſters of the Goſpel of Cuxis r: But whatever theſe 
geiitlemen may think, I have the authority of an apoſtle to de- 
Elare, that their boaſted wiſdom is nothing better than fooliſh- 
neſs with Gob ; for while they neglect to contend for the faith 
once delivered to the ſaints, they labour to entertain their 
hearefs with a mere ſtrife of words, whereby they wound the 
peace, and. deſtroy the comfort of Gop's people. Their minds 
ever being at enmity to Gon, they are miſtaken in their notions 
reſpecting divine things. The glorious goſpel of Chalsr never 


having ſhined into theit hearts, they are utter ſtrangers to the - 


ſweet conſtraining Powet thereof; men of corrupt and deceit- 
ful minds, reprobate concerning the faith : Hence it is, they 
view not the intrinſie excellence and tranſcendent luſtre of the 
| {olpel: They ert concerning ſome of the very momentous 
traths it contains 3 and, blind to its divine glories, they diſtin- 
guilh net in their natural unregenerate ſtate, between the goſpel, 
as a meſſage of peace and joy, and the law, as the unerring 
Randard of all moral perfection: The ove proclaims pardon for 
geilty rebels, and points to J eve, as having made ſatisfaction 
to offended juſtice for their many and repeated tranſgreſſions ; 
whilſt the other is ſpeaking in very forcible language, Pay me 


what vhou og, And this it ſpeaks to every child of Adam, 
A Man, 
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Man, by reaſon of tranſgreſſion, had incurred the penalty of a 
broken law; the ſword of juſtice was unſheathed againft him, 
and, for ought he could do, muſt have fallen the unhappy 
victim to its annexed curſe. By what way then muſt the honor 
of this broken law be ſecured, its threatned curſe averted, and 
man reſtored to the forfeited favour and friendſhip of the bleſſed 
Gon? Is the guilty obnoxious criminal capable of making repa- 
ration to a broken law,and ſatisfying its rigorous demands ? Surely 
not. It requires truth in the inward parts --- it demands a ſin- 
leſs and perfe& obedience. Nothing ſhort of a complete and 
infinite ſatisfaction, could avail to ward the impending blow, 
and reſtore the condemned criminal to the divine favour. What 
method then muſt be made uſe of, in order to accompliſh this 
important work? Man being but a finite creature, could never 
make an infinite ſatisfaction. Beſides, man was the tranſgreſſor; 
he had expoſed himſelf to the wrath, and was liable to the 
curſe of Gop, therefore at too trememdous a diſtance ever to 
be reconciled to him on his own footing. Some divinely glo- 
rious expedient muſt be found, or the poor creature periſhes 
for ever] an expedient altogether ſufficient, or the finner muſt 
remain in his helpleſs condition ſtill, Where, then, muſt this 
all-ſufficient perſon be found? Not one among all the whole 
human race appears : The higheſt Seraph in Heaven ſhrinks 
back at the amazing view! Oh, my reader ! ſay, who is in- 
deed ſufficient to accompliſh the all-important work Verily, 
no leſs a perſon than the eternal Son of Gop! He 1oaked, and 
| Beheld there was none to help; therefore bis own arm brought ſalva- 
tion to us. He, by condeſcending to become man, and appear- 
ing in human form, undertook the great work of man's redemp- 
tion. By virtue of his tremendous death and ſufferings, 
ſatisfaction, the full, complete, and perſect ſatisfaction, was made. 
And it is this, which is the unparallelled glory of the goſpel ! 
It is a ſcheme too exalted ever to have entered into a finite 
mind: It contains the tranſcendent wiſdom of God in a myſte-- 


ry, even the hidden wiſdom, which God ordained before the world 
unto our glory. It is a ſatisfaction, whereby the honor of a bro- 
ken law is ſecured---juſtice, divine juſtice, fully ſatisfied and 
the incenſed wrath of an infinitely offended Gon appeaſed. The 
daming ſword of vengeance, ready to fall on the guilty ſinner, 
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is ſheath'd in a SA vioun's heart, and the poor condemned cri- 
minal reftored to favour, 

By means of Jesvs' divinely precious ſacrifice for ſin, the 
moſt perfect and complete obedience is made to the divine law, 
by his ſuffering that very puniſhment which was due to the 
whole body of his people, together with his paying down the 
price of his precious blood for their redemption, And hereby 
too is the moſt ample proviſion made for the divine law, the 

rights of divine juſtice are invariably preſerved, and the ſupreme 
dignity and inconceivable majefty of the divine government 
moſt illuſtriouſſy diſplayed, in the pardon, falvation and happi- 
neſs of the whole elect world. 

Big with importance as this glorious truth is, it is nevertheleſs 
oppoſed and contemned by the enemies to the croſs of CHRIST. 
It is an aſtoniſhing diſplay of divine wiſdom, which the 
natural man, however verſed in philoſophy, can never account 
for; and hence it is, his proud unhumbled heart is ever aiming 
to marr this precious truth, by inconcluſive arguments of carnal 
reaſoning : But glory be to our Gop, who has deigned to ſtain 
the boaſted pride of all human reaſon, and human learning,when 
they are not brought into ſubſerviency to the croſs of CHRIST . 

But the pride of man reſts not here: It oppoſes the whole 
goſpel ſcheme of falvation, ſo far as it exalts the ſuperabundant 
glory of the RepetMER, and lays the creature low in abaſe- 
ment. Hence the doctrine of God's everlaſting love to his 
people, which brings everlaſting conſolations to the ſoul, is de- 
famed and lighted, though ennobled with the divineſt bleſſings, 
tho" enriched with the moſt permanent and never-fading joys. 
The reaſon is obvious ; a true ſenſe of this love upon the heart 
of a ſinner, made ſenſible of his wretchedneſs, begets in him the 
trueſt ſenſe of his own inherent depravity ; at the ſame time, it 
| tends to increaſe his wonder and admiration in the pleaſing view 
of that diſlinguiſbing love of GoD, which hath made him to 
differ. But this is ever contrary to the natural man, as it ad- 
mits of no rival; it is a love, which, though ſovereign in its 
nature, ſweetly, yet powerfully conſtrains and binds the ſoul in 
love to Jesus ; leads the awakened ſinner to truſt in this ador- 
able IMMANUEL for the accompliſhment of every promiſed 
bleſſing of pardon and peace to his ſoul, at the fame time he 


reel relies on Jxsus for a whole and finiſbed ſalvation. In 
AZ | conſequence | 


And grace upon his heart; what motive then ſo 
im do obech a 
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conſequence of this his ſure dependence on the eternal Gon- 
Man CnrisT Ju8vs, he hath nothing to fear from a frowning 


world without, or tempting devil within; nothing can harm 
him, ſeeing his truſt is in the Lonn bis Gon.“ A divinely 


l am fully perſuaded of the unſcriptural concluſion the enem 
to the truth as it is in Iss us, will be drawing from the doctrine 
have advanced: Pleaſing doctrine this, ſays the Spiritual Armiman, 
« to fleſh and blood; but 8 it appears, it conveys an idea, 
« which reflects on the unſullied holineſs of Gov,” Nay buy, O 
man, who art thou that replieft again God? The native tenden 
of this doctrine js quite the reverſe in its effects: For is the ſinner, 
through a deep conviction of his miſery and ruin, led to ſee himſelf 
and wounded, periſhing and helpleſs, what ſo chearing to 
His ſoul at ſuch a ſeaſon, when diſtreſs ſurrounds him on every ide, 
and every thing ſhort of Jzsvs affords no comfort N 
then, as the rich cordials of Imuanve.'s love ſhed abroad in 
heart? Will /ove, than which nothing can be greater; benefts flow- 
ing from thence, than which nothing can be richer, be ſo loſt on 
the renewed ſoul, as to reflect diſhonour on the purity of Goo ? 
Surely not. Does the believer conſider himſelf taken while others 
are left? Has he experienced a true ſenſe of God's pardoning love 
erful to lead 
ence ? Is he made to rejoice at the ſtupendous love of 
ron to his ſoul, and does he bear, as in the yeſſel of a believing 
heart, a rich favour of Jz3ys* goodneſs, what ſo noble an induce- 
ment to vital bolineſs? As a partaker of the rich, free, diſtin- 
iſhing grace of Gop, holineſs in heart and life is peculiar to 
him, as a ſoul redeemed from hell. A real ſenſe of Gav's.loye 
upon the heart neuer leads to licentiouſneſs. There are many in- 
deed who conſider themſelves as intereſted in this love, whoſe liyes 
and converſations afford melancholy proof of a total difregard of 
Gov, and that a ſaving work of grace has never been wrought 
upon'their ſouls. But 1 there are many who profeſs to know 
Ixsus, yet know him not, ſhall we from thence conclude that he is 
© not the Saviour of them who truly believe, and that be knoweth 
not the ſecrets of men's hearts! alſo, if there be many who 
have clear notions in their heads reſpeRing goſpel truths, and yet 
_ pervert them to their own deſtruction, ſhall we in conſequence 
thereof declare, that theſe truths are not of Gop? No verily. 
L God bs true, but tvery man 4 liar. Every faithful diſciple of 
2 r upon it, that the means and the end are in- 
ara | 
As the reader may be led to expreſs ſome kind of ſurprize at the 
_ phraſe, 8r1LITVAL Arminia, I would beg leave to inform him, that 
'1 am obliged to a well-known preacher for it. This Rev. Gentle - 
. man diſtinguiſhes himſelf from his brethren the Arminians, by the 


- dignified appellation, Giritzal/ / If it be aſked what he —_— 
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precious truth this, which the natural man knows not any thing 
of, and which he is averſe to. No marvel then, that the gene- 
rality of mankind are ſo miſtaken, reſpecting the important 
doctrine of juſtification by faith. In the ſermons, on which we 
are to make ſome few remarks, this ever-glorious truth is 
ſhamefully diſcarded, and treated with as contempt, which ſtrikes 
deeply at the root of vital godlineſs, Surely the author little 
thinks of the diſhonour which he has done to the cauſe of Gon, 
by the horrid performance he has prefented to the publie : Let 
him tremble for the indignity he has offered to the Son of Gop, 
in trampling upon his ſacred authority, and ſporting with the 
glorious truths of his everlaſting goſpel, in the light and incon- 
fiderate manner he hath done thro' the whole of his ſermons, 


| Reader, I am perſuaded, whoever thou art, that if thou haſt 
in any meaſure experienced the bleſſed effects of goſpel truths on 
thy ſoul, Mr. G----'s ſermons will not afford thee any ſuitable 
entertainment: And thy heart, if it has ever been made ſenſi» 
ble of the rich mercy and goodneſs of Gon, will be too ſenſibly 
affected to paſs over in profound filence, what is derogatory to 
the goſpel plan of ſalvation. . Let the poor deluded author, then, 
have an intereſt in thy prayers z peradventure the thought of 
| his heart may be forgiven him. 


this particular (and till now, in the preſent cafe, unheard of) 
expreſſion, I muſt refer them to the Gentleman himſelf, who, as he 
plumes himſelf in the diſtinguiſhing badge, will,no doubt,be rea 
to give an anſwer to the queſtion. — Perhaps he adheres to his 
«n/criptural notions with peculiar firmneſs, and proclaims the 
ort of his ſentiments with more than ordinary ſpirit and zeal : 
If this is his —_—_— 74 term Hiritual, which is a meanin 
nite obvious to it, I leave ceonten to A2 10 
gerous deluſions, till it pleaſe Gon to canvines the 
of his judgment. 


REMARKS, 


RIES: 


REMARKS, &c. 


Mos begin with the title page, ſince even that 


| ſpeaks the ſame unſcriptural language, and 
breathes the ſame unwholeſome ſavour, as the 
ſermons, For to the amazement of every con- 


Lord Js CHr18T for refuge, in hopes of 
final acceptance before Gop, by the alone merits of the 
REDEEMER, he finds it aſſerted as abſolutely impoſſible to obtain 
ſalvation by this all-glorious mean, without a creature obedience. 
But in point of ſalyation I apprehend, nay, ſcripture joins to con- 
firm the truth of my aſſertion, that we are not ſaved on account 
of faith and good works, as conditions performed, but on the 
account of Cayr1sT, the great Pearl of invaluable price, which 
faith receives, applies and uſes; Who has by 12 
our fins ; by himſelf fini/bed our tranſgreſſions, made reconciliation 
for our iniquities, and brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs.* And 
again, By grace ye are ſaved, through faith. + Not by works, but of 
him that calleth us. Not by works of righteouſneſs which we hive 
dune, but according to his abundant mercy he ſaveth us.5 Salvation 
is a free unmerited gift; the gift of God is eternal life 35 and, 
Whoſoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

This, Sir, is the doQtrine of ſcripture, to which you would 
do well to take heed. And as it is a doctrine of vaſt impor- 
tance, you ſee with what particular care it is ſtated by the 


facred penmen; with what remarkable copiouſneſs diſplayed, 
with 


_ ® Heb. i. 3. Dan. ix, 24 + Epheſ.ii. 5s. f Rom. ix. 
11. Titus ut. 5. * Rom. vi. 23. || Rev. Xxüi. 17. 
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vinced ſinner, who has been led to flee to the 
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with what ardent zeal urged, and with what diſtinguiſhed vigi- 
tence guarded, Theſe evangelical ſcriptutes declare the 2 
y of obtaining fal vation by the merits bf an inearnate Gon, 
Without the conſiderationeither of faith or works, as being in any 
reſpe& the meritorious cauſe of ſalvationꝰ . Mr. Gaunt thinks 
and ſpeaks the reverſe. — Proceed we how more particular- 
ly to confider and confute his groundleſs aſſertions, and unſcrip- 
tural notions, by the unerring teſtimony of truth. a 

Our author takes his text from the general epiſlle of James, 
e n eee 


and mat by faith only, 
f. 2 firſt Sermon begins ab follows : 
c Had not this declaration proceeded from the lips of one of 


te unqueſtionable veracity, I ſhould not, without a conſiderable 


& Jegitt of fear, Have Madle uſe of it, at a time when efithuſl- 


* af fo much prevails, and faith is cried up, With fo much 
« warmth and paſfion, as thi one thing netdfil in the gent 
©& work of falvation.” 

How very featfu), niethinike, Mr. Game would lead hls 
readets to imagine he b, when alas, he has the aſſurance to 


advance things as eotitrary te ſcripture as light is to darkneſs, + ; 


To the fame purpoſe that excellent prelate Biſh Downbuve 
ed in his treatiſe of juſtification: ade bekever i is eloathed 
with the moſt glorious Robe of __ reouſneſs ; ſo append 
— before, Gon, is both elean from all ſin, and endued wit 
2 he is juſtified, reconciled, and bs” 
Wing Wen e in his Chri Warfare, he ſa 
of Riphteouſnels hath inade us 

 —bry _ i him alfo ſhine gloriouſly in che of 
w Gov!” Such is the unſpeakably glorious news the goſpel 
for Ap, gon ves ſouls, 7 

N in a moſt curious böte at the — 

Ren quite chagrined ; = thinks NMmfelf uſed ill by reaſon 
— „ys, has been with no ſmall degree — 


Propagated, that he does not h true K But, how- 
ever, in order to himſelf of the heayy 2 
him, he rallies all his forces, and ſtalking 2 


— fain J. . the _ he 950 re he 

bond Joy of hk the goſpel plan vation, which is 
the 7 — thoſe who differ ſo very widely in ſenti- 
ment © from himſelf: Bar, ut alas, this ungenerous \ wly of f proceeding 
I have but little Nt with thoſe \ the fa- 


truths of Gon? $ word; and when 4 — in the ballance of calm 
— and unbiaſſed judgment, will be und wanting. 


= 
If by enthuſiaſm, Mr. Gaunt means a departure from the truth as 
it is in JesvUs, to an adherence to cunningly deviſed fables, and a 
total denial of the neceſſity of the operations of the Hoł SPIRIT, 
to change the finner's heart :---If he means, by this expreſſion, 
that the clergy in general, from preaching the goſpel in its * 
ritual ſimplicity, have ſought to corrupt the word of God, I 
readily agree with him : We have every day melancholy proof 
of the goſpel being perverted by the very men, who of all others 
ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves as thoſe who have experienced the 
ſalutary effects of it upon their own hearts: But, ſtrangers to 
its divinely pecious truths, they are tainted with an enthuſiaſm 
the moſt pernicious to the peace of their own ſouls, as well as 
the moſt deſtructive to all true godligefs. Inured to the ſame 
ſelf-deception, Mr. Gaunt paſſionately exclaims againſt thoſe 
who aſſert that faith is the one thing needful. And where 
is his proof from ſcripture that it is not: Here he is ſilent; 
ſcripture never declares the contrary ; but Mr. Gawnt, aiming 
to be wiſe above what is written, with an air of ſupercilious con- 
tempt, does ; and leaning to this preſumption, proceeds to ad- 
vance all his other groundleſs afſertions. Do/# thou believe on the 
Sow of God is the moſt important queſtion in the world, Faith 
in the Logp JEsus CarisT is the one thing needful in the 
goſpel; without it, we periſh in our fins. F ye believe not that 
1 am He, ye ſhall die in your fins :* and again, He that believeth 
not ſhall be damned.+ Such are the declarations againſt thoſe 
who believe not; but a real belief in J=svs, evidences the con- 
He that believeth on him is not condemned. ---- Believe on 

the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. \ Is Salvation then 
the only thing of moment? and is it thro the bleſſed medium 
of faith that this invaluable bleſſing is conveyed? Surely then, 
it may with truth be deemed the one thing nzedful : Needful, as 
without it we periſh | Needſul, as by an intereſt in it, we are 
alone brought to ſee and enjoy Gop with comfort. | 
Mr. Gaunt procreds: 

& I know hot how it happens, but there are many in the 
« world, who ſeem to have an unconquerable averſion to the 
« word Works, who repreſent righteouſneſs and moral virtue 
« as filthy rags.” Prodigious ! But if he will give me leave, I 


* John vili. 24. + Mark xvi. 16. i John iii, 18. $ Ads xvl. 3. 
B SEE}. will 
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will zuſt obſerve how this unconquerable averſion to the word 
_ works happens in thoſe who repreſent righteouſneſs and moral 
virtue as filthy rags. * The cauſe is this: Being made ſenſible of 
their own wretchedneſs and miſery, they have been led to look 
to CHRIST for refuge, relying on his merits for acceptance be- 
fore God, and renouncing all dependence on their own imper- 
fect performances, they with the apoſtle and prophet count all 
their own righteouſneſs, as drofs, dung, and filthy rags, that they may 
win Chrift, and be found in him. This gives them a holy bold- 
neſs before God, and having within themſelves the happy reſult 
of a good conſcience, they enjoy peace towards him; and be- 
ing begotten again to a lively hope thro' the blood of Jesvs, they 
endeavour thro” grace to purify themſelves, and to abound in 
every good word and work, knowing aſſuredly that without 
inward holineſs no man ſhall ſee the LoRx D. It is on this account 
then, that every real Saint of God is averſe to the word works, 
as having no merit in them to recommend him to the infinitely 
holy and pure JeHov AH. 
In page 4 and 5, Mr. Gaunt endeavours to prove the doctrine 


of juſtification by works; and in page 18 enforces his text, by 


aſſerting that it was the apoſtle's opinion; Ye ſee then, how that 
by works a man ts juſtified, and not by faith only. 

Now, if Mr. Gaunt means (as plainly appears to be the caſe 
in the pages recited, as well as in many others) that a true, live- 


ly and operative faith, a faith which alone is the unſpeakably 


precious gift of Gop, and the ſaving work of his Spirit en the 
ſinner's heart, cannot by any means juſtify, he then evidently 
makes the two apoſtles contradict each other, and St. James, 
inſtead of confuting an erroneous concluſion, will be found to be 
confuting the evangelical aſſertions of his brother Paul. But 
the readieſt way to reconcile the ſeeming contrariety in the a- 
poſtles doctrines, will be, to obſerve with care the very impor- 
tant occaſions whereupon they were led to deliver them. 

Many of theJews to whom St. Paul addreſſed himſelf maintain- 
ed, that the law was to be kept and obſerved together with the 
goſpel ; and that without ſuch an adherence to its precepts, there 
could not poſſibly be any juſtification : By theſe means works 
were frequently ſubſtituted in the room of faith, or joined in 
conjunction with it, which tended to reflect the higheſt diſho- 
Nour on God's free grace: and therefore againſt ſuch judaiſing 

teachers, 


ö 


E 
teachers, who oft abuſed the apoſtle's doctrines of free grace, he 
unanſwerably proved by the unerring teſtimony of truth, that. 
juſtification was by faith in CHRIST Jesvs, without the works 
of the law. He repeatedly enforced the important truth, as full 
of rich comfort and conſolation to every true believer. 

St. James's hearers, on the contrary, like ſo many inſectious 
inſects, ſucked venom from ſome of the moſt wholſome flowers; 
taking encouragement from St. Paul's doctrine to live in fin, 
that grace might abound. In general, they cared not how they 
lived, ſo that they had a bare belief that CHRIST was the Savi- 
our of ſinners. But the apoſtle, knowing them to be a falſe, 
hypocritical people, argues and enforces the abſolute neceſſity 
of good works, as the indiſpenſible evidence of a juſtifying faith. 
The matter is plain; St. Paul aſſerts that works have not the leaſt 
part in our juſtification, but St. James declares they may and 
ought to be inherent in the perſons juſtified. Beſides, St. Paul, 
it is very evident from the whole of his writings, is ſpeaking of 
juſtification before Gop; St. James, of our juſtification before 
men. St. Paul treats particularly of the juſtification of our 
perſons ; St. James, beyond diſpute, of the juſtification of our 
faith. St. Paul ſpeaks of faith as the in/irumental cauſe, St. 
James as the declarative of our juſtification. But whether or not 
it be to “ depreciate works of righteouſneſs and moral virtue,” 
and delight ourſelves in a fond deluſion, in believing that St. 
Paul taught that faith alone would juſtify, let his own words 
declare. In his epiſtle to the Romans, this is his favourite topic. 
He clings to the pleaſing ſubje& with peculiar endearment, and 
expatiates largely upon its vaſt importance, In the third chapter 
of this epiſtle, after having ſpoke much of the corruption of the 
heart, together with the wretched and total depravity of human 
nature; and having ſhewn, with clearneſs and preciſion, the 


utter impoſſibility of ever being juſtified by works of righteouſ- 


neſs which we had done, adds, with a divine pungency equalled 
by none, But now the righteouſneſs of God, without the law, is ma- 
nifefled, being witneſſed by the law and the prophets, even the rigbie- 
ouſneſs of God, which is by faith of Feſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all 
them that believe, He goes on to ſhew the freeneſs of the pre- 
cious gift of righteouſneſs, by obſerving that there is no difference : 
For all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God : Being, there - 
fore, juſtified freely by his grace, —_ the redemption that is in 
B 2 Cbrid 
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Chriſt Fefus : Whom God bath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through, 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins 
that are paſi, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I ſay, at 
this time his righteouſneſs ; that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of 
him which believeth in Feſus. Having thus ſhewn the freeneſs 
of Cunier's ſalvation, and the firm foundation of the believer's 
hope, as centered in -Jesus the ſure Rock of eternal Ages, he 
aſks, ver. 27. Where is then? It is excluded. By what 
law ? of works? Nay :- but by the law of faith, Therefore we 
conclude, that a man is juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the law, 
One text more from Epheſians ; * For by grace are ye ſaved, thro 
faith; and that not of yourſelves ; it is the gift of God: Not of 
works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt, Now from theſe and like ſcrip- 
tures, it appears, that we are juſtified by faith in CHRIST. Mr. 
Gaunt obſerves from ſome of the texts quoted, that the apoſtle 
muſt mean ſomething more than a bare belief that Jeſus Chriſt, 
| the Son of God, was ſet forth to be the propitiation for the fins of the 
world, And who, but utter ſtrangers to the goſpel of CuxIsr, 
ſaid, they ever meant no more: I am perſuaded he cannot pro- 
duce one fingle proof that theſe ſcriptures do not mean more 
than a bare aſſent, from any evangelical writer whatſoever : No, 
they all agree, they clearly hold out the abſolute neceſſity of be- 
ing ſpiritually taught of Gop, in order to have a true faith in 
Jzs8us: They all declare the real importance of being made 
ſenſible of our periſhing, helpleſs condition by nature, and of 
looking alone to CHRIST for pardon and ſalvation : They urge 
it as a point of moment, that the ſinner be deeply convinced 
of his need of Jtsvus, and poſſeſs an experimental ſenſe of 
his rich goodneſs and mercy. They ſpeak much, in all their 
writings, of the preciouſneſs of the redemption which is in 
CurisT,and how neceſſary it is the believer ſhould enjoy a com- 
| fortable ſenſe of his intereſt in it. And is there any thing in 

all this, repugnant to the ſcriptures before recited, or even to 
the whole book of Gon? I believe Mr. Gaunt will find it a 
difficult taſk to prove that there is. 
But to return to Mr. Gaunt's ſermons. | 

Page 20, ** The goſpel of Custer has been revealed to all, 
«© which teaches us how we may obtain ſalvation ; namely, by 
« obſerving the rules of ſobriety and temperance, by adhering 
« to the laws of righteouſneſs and juſtice, by performing acts of 

| Chap. it. 8, 9. 
5 piety 


& 
| 
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& piety and devotion.” And in page 21, Salvation is offer- 
<« ed to man through the merits of the all-ſufficient ſacriſice of 
« CHRIST, upon his living ſoberly, righteouſly and godly.” 

Never was a more palpable abſurdity advanced; a very fun- 
damental error of Popery this, as contrary to ſcripture as it is 
to common ſenſe. The invaluable bleſſings of the goſpel, are 
ever ſpoken of in the inſpired volume as the free gift of Gopin 
CarisT ; and to talk of terms and conditions being annexed to a 
free gift, is downright nonſenſe. The tenders of ſalvation are, 
throughout the book of Gp, made to the periſhing and 
guilty z ſuch that have a ſenſe of their ſpiritual wants, and who 
are deeply convinced of their need of JasUs. To ſuch that ſee 
themſelves naked and wounded, helpleſs and undone, is the 
goſpel of this precious ſalvation ſent. . We find not in all the 
ſacred volume, that ſalvation is ever tendered to ſuch deluded 
creatures, who vainly imagine they are to ſtand upon terms and 
conditions with Gon, and who plead for acceptance on account 
of their works of charity and ſoberneſs, no; but to th, and 
thoſe only,. who, under a conviction of the ſpiritual maladies of 
their ſouls, are made truly ſenſible they can bring nothing to 
Jz8vs but ſin and wretchedneſs.“ It is thoſe, and thoſe only, 
who, labouring under the heavy and grievous burden of their 
manifold fins and tranſgreſſions, do look to ChRisr by faith, 
and are graciouſly healed of all their ſpiritual wounds, It is 
ſuch diſtreſſed ſouls alone, that are invited to come and partake 
freely of the rich bleſſings of the goſpel. It is to them the pro- 
miſes of grace are made. Oh thou afflictad, teſſed with tempeſt, and 
not comforted; behold, I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and lay 
thy foundations with ſappbires. 1 Come unto me, all ye that labour, 


and are beavy laden, and 1 will give you reſt.} The whole need not @ 


phyſician, but they that are fick. I came not to call the righteons, but 


ſinners to repentance. 9 The Son of Man is come to ſeek and to ſave 
that which was loſt.|\ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he 


hath anointed me to preach the goſpel to the par; be hath ſent me to 
heal the broken-bearted ſinner, to preach deliverance to the captives, 


If it be aſked, how the above agrees with Ja. xlvi. 12. where- 
in the ſtout-hearted, &c. are included; — I anſwer, that in order 
to obviate every objection, I would have it remembered, that I am 
particularly ſſ , in the preceding lines, of the perſons who are 
the peculiar 2 of Gov's favour, and upon whom the ſalvation 
provided by J Es us, is made truly effeual. | | 

t Iſa, liv. 11. 1 Matt. xi. 28. $ Luke v. 31, 32. Luke xix. 10. 


and 


| 
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and recaviring of fight to the blind; to ſet at liberty them that are 
bruiſed.'* Here you ſee, Sir, that the finner made ſenſible of 
his ſinſulneſs, and groaning under the burthen of corruption 
and miſery, is invited to partake freely of the ſalvation revealed 
by Cnnisr. Here is not one ſingle word mentioned of ſobrie- 
ty, temperance, righteouſneſs, &c. as neceſſary qualifications to re- 
commend him to J=s8Us; no: Theſe are all excluded in point 
of acceptance. The RepetmMER has of old declared himſelf 
to be the friend of publicans and finners.4 It is for them the 
richeſt cordials of his love are provided. * 
But to return to Mr. Gaunt. | 

In page 21 he tells us, the Articles of our Church contain 
the very doctrine he is fo earneſtly contending for, namely, 
juſtification by works; and for a proof of his aſſertion, takes a 
quotation from her 12th article, & which, if I miſtake not, when 
duly confidered, will prove the contrary of the ſtrained ſenſe 
Mr. Gawnt ſays its imports, We will tranſcribe it, verbatim, as 
follows : | | | 

„ Albeit that good works, which are the fruits of faith, and 
<« follow after juſtification, cannot put away our ſins, and en- 
% dure the ſeverity of God's judgment, yet are they pleaſing 


Luke iv. 8. + Luke vii. 34. 

.- 4 Obſerve, I would not mean from hence to give any encourage- 
ment for ſinners to continue in ſin, no, Gop forbid : I mention it, 
in order to diſplay the divine compaſſion and love of Gop to the 

iſhing ſinners of Adam's race; and that the Lox in his goſpel 
invites ſuch (don't miſtake me here) who are made /erfb/e of their 
iſhing condition, to come to him that they may be ſaved. 

I think it highly neceſſary to remind the reader of Mr. Gaunt's 
craftineſs in the quotation he has made from the aforecited article, 
in order to make it coincide with his own unorthodox ſentiments. In 
our 12th article ſays he, Good Works are pleaſing and accepta- 
« ble to Gop azd CnRISs T.“ By ſubſtituting the word Ap inſtead 
af ix, (which is in the article) he ſtrains it to ſpeak a ſenſe quite 
contrary to its true meaning and intent: For the very material dif- 
ference which theſe two diſtin& words give to the article, is obvi- 
ous to every attentive reader, as it is demonſtratively evident from 
thence, that good works, however excellent in themſelves, and pleaſ- 
ing to the pride of man, cannot poſſibly be pleaſing and acceptable 
to Gop, but only ix and TyHrRo? CnRIsT. But our author knew 
well, that by inſerting the particle and inſtead of 1x, he ſhould 
deſtroy the force of the article. May we not learn from hence, 


how abſolutely neceſſary it is to be upon our guard, and watch a- 


inſt the ſubtilty of ſuch vain boaſters, who are continually cavil- 
ing at the doctrine of ſcripture, and our church? 


* and 
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« and acceptable to God in CRUS, and do ſpring out neceſ- 
<« farily of a true and lively Faith, inſomuch that by them a 
& lively Faith may be as evidently known, as a tree diſcerned 
4 by the fruit.“ | 

In this article, than which nothing can be more clear, there 
is not the leaſt intimation of our being juſtified by works, or 
that we ſhall be accepted merely on account of them; but it as 
clearly evinces the doctrine of juſtification by faith as it is poſſi- 
ble for words to do, Obſerve, the good works here ſpoken of 
are ſuch that ſpring out of a juſtifying faith, and are the trueſt 
evidence of a genuine belief in the Lon p Jxsus ChRIS r; thro? 
whom they are, or can be, at all pleaſing to Gop : For, without 
doubt, whoever builds works on any thing elſe but faith 
in CaR1sT, will be found building on the ſand. Works are fo 
far from being the condition of our juſtification, that we cannot 
do a good work until we are really juſtified, This our church 
declares in another article, where ſhe ſays, © Works done be- 
* fore the grace of CHRIST, and the inſpiration of his Spirit, 
& are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as they ſpring not of 
Faith in Jesvs CHRIST: And again, that all our works 
done before we are juſtified, ** have in them the nature of fin.” 
We ſee, then, that our church and St. James are agreed. Both 
the one and the other expreſly declare, that good works follow 
after, and do not go before, in the matter of juſtification : But 
they are both in direct contradiction to Mr, Lecturer of St. 
Martin's, ſince they both affirm, that works are the declarative 
evidence of a lively faith. 

But notwithftanding our church, thro' the whole of her ex- 
cellent ſummary of evangelical truths, has taken particular care 
to guard againſt the ſubtilty and licentiouſneſs of the oppoſers. 
of goſpel truths, they are nevertheleſs ſtrained to ſpeak a mean- 
ing which it is evident our pious reformers never intended : For 
although our articles, &c. inſiſt with all true earneſtneſs, on 
good works, as the only fruits of a juſtifying faith, yet when | 
«peaking of that point of doctrine, which is of the greateſt im- 
portance, namely, the juſtification and acceptance of a ſinner 
with Gop, with what ſpirit and force do they diſclaim works of 
whatever kind, as conditions or qualifications, as we may read 
in the IIth article: * We are accounted righteous before 
God, ONLY for the merit of our Logo and Saviour Ja- 
EIVEY | N « us 
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& zus Cunlsr, by Faith, and not for our own works or de- 
« ſervings. Wherefore, that we are JUSTIFIED BY FAITH 
« ONLY, is a moſt wholſome doctrine, and very full of com- 
<« fort, as more largely is expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtifica- 
40 tion.” From this article too, than which nothing can be 
more explicit, juſtification by Faith is clearly maintained, and 
proved, beyond doubt, to be the trueſt ſource of divine comfort, 
to every ſpiritually enlightened mind ; for none but ſuch know 
what a ſaving Faith in Car1sT implies. It is impoſſible words 
ſhould be plainer than thoſe of this article : It ſpeaks a language 
which ſcripture ſpeaks in almoſt every page : I ſhall not there- 
fore attempt to darken fo illuftrious a light, but let the Homily 
to which it refers, ſpeak the true ſenſe they are both 'to be 
taken in. 


From the Homily I ſhall extract the following very forcible 
ſentences : 

The apoſtle toucheth ſpecially three things, which muft 
« go together in our juſtification. Upon Gop's part, his great 
«© mercy and grace. Upon CHRIS r“s part, juſtice ; that is, 
«© the ſatisfation of Gop's juſtice, or the price of our redemp- 
< tion by the offering of his body and ſhedding of his blood, 
« with. fulfilling of the law perfectly and thoroughly : And 
upon our part, true and lively Faith in the merits of Jesvs 
* Cunter, which yet is not ours, but by 8 $ nn 
4 in us.“ 

Here is not one word mentioned of tworks, as deing fiber the 
condition, or any part of our juſtification ; but as plain as it is 
poſſible for words to make it, is the wh attributed to Faith 
ONLY ; and even that, you ſee, is not our own, but wrought 
in us by the actual working of God's Spirit on our hearts. 

To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaketh the third part of the Homily 
of ſalvation ; -<* And foraſmuch as it is all one ſentence in effect 
to ſay, Faith without Works, and ov Faith doth juſtify 
„us; therefore the old ancient Fathers of the Church; from 
time to time, have uttered our juſtification with this ſpeech, 
„% onLY-FAITH JUSTIFIETH.” Now this evidently means no 
more than what St. Pas / meant, when he ſaid, Faith without works 
Juftifieth us. To the ſame purpoſe ſpeak all the old and ancient 
authors, both Greeks and Latins, of whom I will ſpecially re- 


bearſe three, Hilery, Baſil, and Ambroſe. St. Hilary faith theſe 


words 


* 


* 
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words plainly in the ninth canon upon Matthew, Faith only ju- 
fKtifieth. And St. Bail, a Greek author, writeth thus, This is 
a perfect and whole rejoicing in Gop, when a man advanceth 
not himſelf for his own righteouſneſs, but acknowledgeth him- 
ſelf to lack true juſtice and righteouſneſs, and to be juitified by 
the only Faith in Cyris8T., And Paul (faith he) doth glory in 
the contempt of his own righteoufneſs, and that he looketh for 
the righteouſneſs of Gop by Faith. 

Theſe be the very words of Bai; and St. Ambroſe, a Latin 
author, faith theſe words, This is the ordinance of Gop, that 
they which believe in CHRISH ſhould be ſaved, without works, 
by Faith only, freely receiving remiſſion of their fins. Conſi- 
der diligently theſe words, without works, by Faith only, freely 
we receive remiffion of our fins: What can be ſpoken more 
plainly, than to ſay, That freely without works, by Faith only, 


we obtain remiflion of our ſins ? Theſe and other like ſentences, - 


that-we be juſtified by Faith only, freely, and without works, 
we do read oft times in the beſt and moſt antient writers; as, 
beſide Hilary, Bafil, and St. Ambroſe before rehearſed, we read 
the ſame in Origen, St. Chryſaſtom, St. Cyprian, St. Auguſtine, 
Proſper, Orcumenius, Proclus, Bernardus, Anfelem, and many other 
authors both Greek and Latin. ¶ Vide the 2d Part of the 
Homily on Salvation. ] 

To all thefe precious teſtimonies of our Articles and Homi-- 
lies, and of the venerable Fathers therein mentioned, I might 
add the united voices of all true believers, who have ever main- 
tained the fame glorious truth, But why do I mention theſe, 
when F hear an incarnate Goo declare it to be the FATHER's 


will that thoſe, and thoſe only, who ſee the Son, and believe 


on him, ſhal} have everlaſting; life ?*® Add to this the language 
of an inſpired apoſtle, Hithout Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him. 
How will our author reconcile all his glaring contrauictions 
with theſe unexceptionable truths ? What muſt he think, when 
he compares them with the many pages, wherein he denies the 
evangelical" doctrines he has ſworn to obſerve ? 

Page 17, Mr. Gaunt ſays, That Faith alone, in its higheſt 
* degree, unattended! with, and ſeparate from, works of righ- 
„ teouſneſs and motal virtue, is uncqual to the great work of 
Salvation.“ 

© John vi. 440. f Heb. xi: 6. 
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| Here is as bold an aſſertion, joined with as great a contra- 
diction as, perhaps, was ever beheld. To aſſert that Faith, 
which is the gift of Gon, and when in its bigheſt degree, is not 
equal to the work of ſalvation, is too bold a declaration for one 
who openly profeſſes himſelf to be a Miniſter of the Church of 
England; and who ſolemnly ſubſcribed to her 11th Article, 
which affirms, that we are juſtified By FaiTH onLY. Beſides, 
how abſurd is it to imagine, that this faith can be wrought in 
the heart of a ſinner by the mighty power of Gop, and yet be 
unattended with, and ſeparate from, works of righteouſneſs, 
when both our Church and St. James declare, that good works 


are the very evidence of true faith. Do, dear Sir, review this 


ſtrange unheard of paradox. Never did four lines contain a 
more daring aſſertion, or ſpeak a contradiction more void of 
common ſenſe. For does St, Paul declare, that we are juſtified 
by a lively operative faith, a real belief on the Son of Gop ? 
St. James no where denies it: - the latter, throughout his 
epiſtle, denies the poſſibility of being juſtified by a liſeleſs, in- 
active faith; --- the former, in none of his writings, affirms the 
contrary. 

Pages 5 and 6, contain two truly Chriſtian paragraphs : ---- 
« To ſpeak with ftri& propriety, men are juſtified neither by 
<« faith, nor by acts of righteouſneſs and virtue, but only by the 
«© merits of him, who became obedient unto death, even the death of 


e the croſs;” and that nothing but that purple ſtream which 


<« flowed from the ſacred ſide of the Son of Gop, can wail a- 
% way, and atone for, the ſins of apoſtate guilty men.“ 

But, alas ! this evangelical ſtrain does not long continue, for 
turn to the 1 Ith page, and there he tells you, thit © notwith- 
s ſtanding the expiating blood of CHRIST, ſomething muſt be 
«© done on man's part, in order to make that blood effectual to 
5 our ſalvation,” 

Tremble, O earth ! and be aſtoniſhed, O 1 at this 
horrid inſult upon the love, the grace and compaſſion of an in- 
carnate God ! The eternal Jenovan, the mighty Gop, the 
everlaſting FATHER, the Prince of Peace, the ſupreme 
Majeſty of Heayen, and Gop of Glory, has paid down his life, 
his precious life, in agonies, in tears, and in blood; by which 
unexampled and moſt aſtoniſhing inſtance of divine love, the 
* demands of law and juſtice are fully ſatisfied, in the ſin- 
ner's 


* 


1 


1 


ner's room and ſtead, and a perfectly compleat and all-ſuffictent 


redemption wrought out for polluted, periſhing ſinners. By 
virtue of the death of God's own dear Son, an atonement for 
the ſins of a fallen race, is made to offended Deity ; the angry 
wrath of an incenſed Majeſty is appeaſed, and a moſt glorious 
way is opened for the recovery and ſalvation of a ſet of miſer- 
able, needy finners---But no, Mr. Gaunt will not admit of the 
death of CHRIST being all-ſufficient to obtain ſalvation for 
ſinners. Notwithſtanding the eternal Son of Gop has poured 


- Out his precious blood, in order to reſcue periſhing creatures 


from ruin, yet Mr. G---- will not permit him to take the whole 
glory of our ſalvation to himſelf, Could a thought more daring, 


ever enter the heart of man, or expreſſions bordering more on 


blaſphemy itſelf, drop from the pen of a mortal creature: 
« But notwithſtanding the expiating blood of CHRIST, ſome- 
c thing muſt be done on our part,” in order to make ſalvation 
ſure, Here the Lorp Jesvs is robbed of his ſupreme dignity, 
and his eternal power and Godhead degraded, in ſuppoſing that 
the ſovereign efficacy of the REDEEMER's blood is not ſufficient 
of itſelf, ſeparate from the imperfe&t obedience of wretched 
guilty creatures, to take away the ſins of his people, and reſtore 
them to the divine friendſhip and favour. And this truly is the 
caſe, as appears from Mr, Gaunt, „ ſomething muſt be done, 
6 on man's part, in order to make CHRIST's blood effectual.“ 
The power of JIxsus is not ſufficient to make it effectual, ſome 
conditions muſt be performed for that purpoſe, as he tells us in 
page 15. This, inſtead of leading ſinners to look to CHRIST, 
and inviting them to go to him, that they may be waſhed from 
their filth, and cleanſed from their impurity, is inviting them to 
coine to him as beings poſſeſſedof righteouſneſs, and meriting reſpect 
from God, on account of certain terms and conditions they have 
performed, or may perform, pleading the many good and charitable 


offices they have done, which they hope will ſerve to ſuppy the de- 


ficiencyofCaR1sT's atonement and rightevuſneſs,andentitle them 
to happineſs. This is the ſum of Mr, Gaunt's reaſoning, whereby 
he clogs the goſpel with conditional duties, making the promiſed 
reward not of grace, but of debt. But what ſays the ſcripture, 
which is the expreſs revealed will of Gop, ---- He was wounded 


for our tranſgreſſions, be was bruiſed for aur iniquities : the chaſtiſe- 


ment of our peace was upon him; and with HIS firipes we are 
| C 2 bea 


- * F w_— * - „ 
* — 
, TAI Roe 
| © En tt” 


1 a2 } 
Sealed. For the tranſgreſfion of my people was be firickm. He 
Hall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied : by his knowledge 
Hall my righteous fervant juſtify many; for he ſball bear their iniqui- 
ties. Lb bim give all the prophets witneſs, that through his name 
whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall receive remiſſion of fins.+---Be is 
tnown unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this Man 
7s preached unto you the forgiveneſs of fins : And by him all that believe 
are juſtified from all things, from which they could not be juſtified by 
the law of Moſes. t | 

Now if Cnnisr, by his death, hath not fully accompliſhed 
the important work intended, namely, the complete falvation of 
his people, how can it be faid of him, with ſtrictneſs and propri- 
ety, he ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied ; when as 
yet there lacked a part in the great work of redemption, which 
remained to be perfefted by a fallen creature? Surely, if this 
is the caſe, Cyr1sT can never view his amazing tranſactions 
in order to bring many ſons to glory, with the leaſt degree of 
fatisfaftion, But, brethren, ſhall we rather give heed to- f 
the bare unſupported unſcriptural aſſertions of the Lecturer of 
St. Martin's, or to a prophet divinely authoriſed to declare 
the will of Gop to men? The declarations of the former de- 
ſerve our contempt ; the latter, demand our beſt eſteem and 
chief regard. 

In the page before recited, Mr. Gaunt ſays, Gon has pro- 
© miſed to abate the rigorous demands of juſtice, though we do 
not yield a perfect obedience to his law.“ 

I muſt confeſs I know nothing of fuch a promiſe as this 
throughout all the whole book of Gon; nay, I will be bold to 
declare too, that there is not one fingle text in the bible that 
ſpeaks this language : On the contrary, the law demands a per- 
ſect, ſinleſs, and compleat ſatisfaction: $ It admits of no abate- 
ment. And this all- perfect ſatisfaction hath been actually made | 
by the Loxp Jesvs CyrIsT, Thus muh Mr. Gaunt himſelf 
allows,in the words immediately following thoſe aforementioned. 
Who would ever baye thought,then,that a man of ſenſe ſhould fall 
into ſuch glaring ſelf-evident contradictions? In one ſentence 


to ſay, that & (Jop has graciouſly promiſed to make abatement 
* 16, Hi. „8, 11. + Ads x. 43. t Ads xiii. 38, 39. 
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© in the demands of juſtice ;”” and in another, that Carrere 
c hath made a full, perfect and ſuficjent ſacrifice, oblation and 
te ſatis faction to offended juſtice,” What can we make of this 
confyſed, enthuſiaſtie jargon, this linſey-woolſey garment, this 
ſtrange medley of law and goſpel, of free grace and free will; 
this unſcriptural mingle-mangle, as that venerable worthy good 
old Biſhop Latimer calls it ? Why, in truth we muſt ſay, ranker 
popery never was broached, What is it that Mr. G- offers _ 
to Cunisr, but a meer compliment, which the bittereſt papiſt 
that ever exiſted would do? But, obſerve, neither the papiſts, 
nor Mr. G----, will permit him to tread the wine-preſs alone: 
No, by na means: For if they admit of this, all their works of 
righteouſneſs and moral virtue are intirely ſet aſide in point of 
But ſtop a moment: Mr, Gaunt ſays, he can make it ap- 
pear that the doctrine he advances is the doctrine of ſcripturez 
which is as much as to fay, I can make it een” that St. James 
contradicts his brother Paul; and that the lath article of our 
Church, to which I have fubſcribed, and which, as plain as 
words can make it, declares, that good works are the fruits of 
faith, is abſolutely falſe and unſeriptural: Moreover, I intend to 
ſbew, (as I ſhall hereby vent my ſpleen at the true preachers of 
— that, contrary to St. Paw's declaration, we are ac- 
counted righteous before Gop only for our works and deſerv-. 
ings, and not on account of the merits of JESUS CHRIST, 

In the page mentioned above, Mr. Gau again informs us, 
that Gop promiſes on his part to beſtow on his creatures 
5 eternal life and bappineſs, if they on their's will perform cer«, 
c“ tain preſcribed conditions.” 

'Fhis, too, is a promise I never met with in the bible; and, if 
1 am not under a very great miſtake, Mr. Caunt cannot produce 
| the ſhadow of ſuck a promiſe. 
Whenever eternal life is mentioned in ſcripture, it is always 

ſpoken of as being the free gift of Gop. The gift of God is 8 

ternal life.* This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only 

true God; and Jaſus Chrift whom thou hal ſent. 4 God ſo lovad the 
worli, that he gave bis only begatten Son, that whaſacver belicueth in 
bim ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.} Receiving the end 

of your faith, even the ſalvation of your fouls. f x 


K Nom. vi. 234 t Joha vii. 3- 1 John ui. 16. $ 1Pet. i. 9. 
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- Here you ſee eternal life is declared to be the unſpeakably 
precious gift of Gop. In theſe divine truths, there is not one 
fingle condition ſpoken of, to be performed on our part, in or- 
der to obtain eternal life; but the very reverſe is implied and 
enpreſſed in every line. Eternal life is too invaluable a bleſſing 
to be trifled with on ſuch creature-like terms : Nothing ſhort of 
2 real belief in CnrIsT, if we may venture to credit the lip of 
unchangeable truth, will ſtand the important teſt, and receive 
for its end, the everlaſting ſalvation of our ſouls. But our au- 
#hor cannot ſubmit to this glorious truth, The pure goſpel of 
Jesus muſt ſtill be clog'd with terms and conditions; and he 
is fo inured to abſurdities, that he clings to them with more 
than ordinary ſpirit and zeal. 

In the aforementioned 15th page, we have a quotation from 
Dr. Hammond's ſermons, which, as it contains the ſublimeſt 
truths of the goſpel, I will tranſcribe it at length.“ * Faith 
is the inſtrument whereby we apply his, i. e. CyrisT's pre- 
& cious blood, and his perfect righteouſneſs, to our own hearts, 
«< and fo are juſtified before Gop.“ In another place he ſays, 
« Behold! I bring you glad tidings of great joy ! I publiſh 
« ſalvation by CHRIS r, and juſtification by faith only; Jxsus 
* CHR1sT loves, Jesus CHRIST faves all univerſally who be- 
«. lieve on his name. Come to him, and he will never caſt 
« you out. All believers are ſaved, Sinners, rebels, crimi- 


Mr. Gant ſays, in a note, that Hammond s Marrow of the 
* Church (from whence the above quotations are taken) was put 
« into his hands by one of thoſe perſons called Methodiſts, and 
% recommended as an excellent and 'moſt valuable performance, 
4 containing the true doctrine of Chriſtianity.” Well, and what 
of all that? If the doctrines contained in the ſaid book correſpond 
with the unerring oracles, it is undoubtedly worthy of ſuch a re- 
commendation. O but, ſays our author, with a ſarcaſtic air, it was 
put into my hands by one of be perſons called Methodiſts, Ah! 
there is the worſt of it! The book may be orvhodex,—but the perſon 
who recommended it, is, in his eſtimation, a poor blinded en- 
thuſtaſt! 8 

Perhaps, from the above, the reader may be ready to conclude 
that 7 am connected with the people called Methodiſts: But this 

is a miſtake, as I declare myſelf to be a member of the efablibed 
\ Church ; yet at the ſame time profeſs, that I have an high eſteem and 
veneration for all true Chriſtians, by whatſoever name they are 
called, that love the truth as it is in I Es us. | ON 


nals, 


T as } 


« nals, maleſactors, apoſtates and perſecutors, t in the 


« Lord Jxsus, and ye ſhall be ſaved. Come unto Jesvs by 
“ faith, and he will freely pardon all your ſins, from firſt to 
« laſt, and fully inſtate you in the favour of that Gop, in 
«<< whoſe pleaſure is life; life ſpiritual, life celeſtial, life 
<< eternal. ” 

O moſt precious doctrine this! Sweet and full of comfort 
indeed: But what ſays Mr. Gaunt? © Is it right orthodox? 
« Is it conſiſtent with the tenor of the goſpel? Is it perfectly 
© agreeable to the revealed word of Gop?” To which be it 
anſwered, that it is right orthodox: It is entirely conſiſtent 
with the goſpel : --- It is altogether agreeable to the whole re- 
vealed word of Gop. Obſerve, a part of the above is the very 
language of ſcripture itſelf, containing that never to be forgotten 
addreſs of the angels to the ſhepherds, when they came to in- 
form them of the nativity of the Son of Gor, But even the 
authenticity of this, our author calls in queſtion, and asks, Is 
it right orthodox? Is it the goſpel? Strange indeed]! But as 
it is the moſt glorious news that ever was brought to mortal 
creatures, we will dwell a little on its divine import. | 

What tidings, then, ſo glorious ! what news ſo unſpeakably 
joyous to poor periſhing ſinners, as to hear of a Saviour, who 
can deliver them from death and ruin, and obtain for them, 


by virtue of his precious blood, an eternal inheritance in the 


kingdom of glory ! The tidings of the Sox of Gop becoming 
incarnate, ſhould undoubtedly tranſport them with adoring won- 
der, and fill their ſouls with ineffable joy. And truly, the re- 
viving news of a SAy1ouR, affords abundant cauſe for joy: 
For what ſo cheering to finners, helpleſs and undone in them- 
ſelves, as to hear that the moſt ſuitable help is laid upon one, 
who is mighty to ſave, and willing to redeem them from their 
Nate of guilt and miſery, in order to reſtore them to newneſs of 
life in his bleſſed 8E LT. Is it poſſible to conceive of tidings 
more tranſcendently glorious, or news more divinely joyous to 
the poriſhing ſinners of Adam's apoſtate race ? Surely not, Why 
then ſhould Mr. Gaunt object to the bare mentioning of ſuch, 
tidings in Hammond 's ſermons ? That he has done, is evident 
from the ſarcaſtic manner in which he has treated the real 
truths advanced by that author. For, give me leave to ask, 
How is CaR1sT to be received? Is it not by faith ? Is not ſaitn 
1 the 
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the ſpiritual inlet to the foul? And can we dare to ſuppoſe, 
that CHRIST is to be received through the medium of works? 
It is an abſurdity to imagine that he is. Is it not by faith that 
CHRsT is really received into the foul of every true believer, 
as the Loan his Righteouſneſs ? No, ſays our author. But 
Jet the word of eternal truth declare : But as many as RECEIVED 

him, to them gave he power ts become the fons of God, even to them 
that BELIEVE on bis name. In this very text, faith is evidently 
ſpoken of as the inſfrument, whereby CHa is received into 
the heart of every child of Gon: For from hence we learn, 
that abe, and theſe only, who believe is Jt sus, can be faid to 


receive him. And indeed, how can it be otherwiſe ? The 


words certainly imply more than a bare belief in CynisT ; for 
a mind quite unenlightened by the divine SpIrIT, will, on an 
offer of CRI in the goſpel, be led to declare an aſſent to 
him as the needful Saviour of ſinners; but then, none but 


thoſe who have in them a true principle of faith, wrought by 


the HoLy Sent upon the heart, can ever be led to receive 
Irsus as an all-ſafficient S av1ovR, and cleave to him, as their 
everlaſting portion of bleſſedneſa. The natural man, 
Who is dead in treſpaſſes and fins, may be ſaid to 

nnter, when he is led, by a view of the amazing tranſactions 
of the REDEEMER's life, to believe that he is the very Cun1sT, 
the Son of the living Gop ; but there may be ſuch a receiving 
of him as this in the under fanding, when tlie ſinner has never 


known what an experimental belief in JisUs means. There 
may be a yielding and a conſenting to the divine truths of the 


goſpel, and the heart at the ſame time afar off from Gon, and 
an utter ſtranger to the bleſſed effects of thoſe very truths which 


the aſſent has been given to. But there is fuch a receiving of 
| Cur, in a perſon renewed by divine grace, that the will is 


led to make choice of him, as the glorious Mediator and Inter- 
ceſſor between an infinite Gop, and ſinful creatures; and in 
conſequence of the mighty change wrought upon the hearts of 
all the people of Gop, they are thereby led to view Ixsus as 


that divinely precious perſon, whois to be to them as a PrRopHET 


to teach and inſtruct them, as a PrizsT to atone for 


their many and aggravated: fins, and as a Ko to rule 


N Now if there is this receiving 


2 John 1. 12. of 
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of CRN into the heart, it undoubtedly implies a belief or 
truſt in him; for without ſuch a faith or reliance on the Rx- 
DEEMER, they could not poſſibly be led to view him, in the 
important offices he fuſtains, with any ſaving benefit to them- 
ſelves: Beſides, if there is this choice, or willing acceptance of 
the Loa Jzsvs, there muſt of neceflity be a real and ſaving 
truſt in him ; or whence is it that the natural man is conſtrain- 
ed to confeſs that Cunts r is the Saviour of ſinners, when at the 
ſame time he is a ſtranger to a believing application of him to 
his, own foul ? But carnal wnregenerate men behold not his 
tranſcendent beauty, and therefore are not earneſtly ſolicitous 
to have him formed in their hearts, as the bleſſed hope of eter- 
nal glory ; conſequently know not what it is to believe in him, 
as the Man Cuxtsr Jz=sUs, who ſhould deliver them from the 


wrath to come. 


It appears evident from hence then, at there muſt be a real | 


conviction in the heart of a ſinner, of his need of Jzsus, before 
he will ever be led to make choice of him, as his Lord and 
Gop : And whenever the finner is convinced of the malignity 
of fin, and the wretchedneſs of his own ſtate and eon dition 
by nature, he will then, under a ſenſe of his ſpiritual wants, be 
ted to ſee his need of JesUs, is a Saviour, whilft his will is 
brought into a ſweet ſubjection to him, as his Gon and Kingg 
and in conſcquence of the willing ſurrender he hath made unte 
him, as his fovereign Lozp, CHrIsT, with all the ſaving be» 
nefits of his croſs, will be received into the ſoul, and faith will 
be exerciſed on him, as the believer's only ſure hope and truſt, 
throughout eternal ages : ---That they might have a /irong cumſo- 
lation, whe have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the hape fet before 
ws © Which hope we have as an archer of the for, both ſure and fed 
. And if thou canſ! belitve, ail things are poſſible to bun that 
brlieverd.4 For to as many as received hm, to them gave he power 
to become the ous of God, even to ahm that believe on bis name + 
Faith then being the precious gift of Gos, it is the bleſſed 
urumeut whereby every choſen ſervant of the moſt High rece:ves 


the Loab Jesus, as the great Pearl of invaluable Price, and 
w/e; RIM, if I may be allowed the exprefioid, for his own (piri- - 
tual joy and comfort. IF there is not this fu perſugfhon or bali 
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in Cunts 'r, how can the believer be ſaid to rejoice in him, as of 
Gop made unto him Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification and Re- 
demption,* when without this receiving of CHRIST into the 
heart, there cannot poſſibly be any true ſenſe of him enjoyed in 
the ſoul, as its everlaſting righteouſneſs and ſtrength ? For un- 
til he is received into the ſoul, and the believer is led to live by 
faith upon him, he cannot be precious, nor appear as the very 
chief among ten thouſands, and altogether lovely. By what new and 
unknown of means then, does Mr. Gaunt inſtruct men 

to receive Cuts r? Is it by works of righteouſneſs which 
we have done? Alas | alas! how abſurd is it to ſuppoſe, that 
the immaculate LAu of Gop is to be received through ſuch 
polluted means as rheſe. Try, Sir, whether this will ſtand the 
important teſt of Gop's word; or whether it does not reflect 

the higheſt diſhonour on the all-glorious means, pointed out by 
the unerring Spirit of Wes in order-to * the ** 
neſs of all God's people. 

But not content with this, our author W the follow - 
ing ſoul-comforting truths, as only worthy of his contempt : 
„Jesus CrurisrT loves, Jesus CnaisT faves all univerſally 
„ho believe on his name.” And is not this the very lan- 
guage of ſcripture: itſelf ? That whoſoever believeth in him 

ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. + And having loved his own 

which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. I have loved 

thee with an everlaſting love : therefore with loving-kindneſs have I 
drawn thee. 5 And ſay, Sir, will the eternal Gon act other- 
wiſe than he bas graciouſly promiſed? No; heaven and earth 

ſhall» paſs away, before he will ſuffer one jot or tittle of his 
word to fail. But ſuppoſing none of theſe precious promiſes 
were left upon record, can we imagine, that after the Loxp 

Ius had given ſuch full proof of the love he bore to his peo- 
ple, in leaving the boſom of his Father ---laying aſide his 

reſplendent glory taking upon him human nature---ſuffering 
the utmoſt ſcorn and contempt from an ungodly world, *till at 
length he poured out from his ſacred but pierced fide, his moſt 
precious blood, for their redemption ? Can we ſuppoſe, I ſay, 

that after ſuch an aftoniſhing diſplay of unparallelled grace and 
love, which ſhone with inconceivable Juſtre in the death of the 


1 Cor. i. 30. - + John iii. 15. 1 John xi. 1. 5 Jer. xx2i. 3. 
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Sow of Gon, when hi cried out, II is finiſhed the everlaſting | 


ſalvation of my people is filly and compleatly finiſhed, he will now 
forſake them, and remove his loving kindneſs afar off from 


them? It is the higheſt indignity we can poſſibly offer to an 


incarnate Gop, to ſuppoſe that he would: For ſooner ſhall the 
ſun with-hold its reſplendent beams of heat, when in its meridi- 
an height; and the moon fail to purſue its deſtined courſe, than 
the everlaſting Jesvs be ſlack concerning his promiſe. I will 
neuer leave thee nor for ſale thee, is a ſure word of comfort to eve- 

faithful ſervant of CHrIsT. The compaſſionate REDEEMER 
loves his people with an everlaſting love; clothes them with an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, and in his own good time will aſſured- 
ly bring them to everlaſting glory. It was never known of him 
to ſay unto any of his people, Seek ye my face in vain< --- But as 
many as believe on him, or receive him, to them gives he power to 


become the ſons of God,* He loves them, and waſhes them from 


their ſins, in his own blood; and will e'er long bring them to 
the happy enjoyment of his bleſſed ſelf in heaven. 


But there is a particular yet remains to be conſidered in the 


quotation from Dr. Hammond, and which has given great offence 
to the Lecturer of St. Martin's ; --- it is this: “ Sinners, 


<« rebels, &c. come unto Ixsus and be ſaved.” Now I aſk, if 


the goſpel of CHRIS is not ſent to finners and tranſgreſſors, to 
the miſerable and guilty, who find themſelves without either plea 
or hope, for whom is the ſalvation it particularly treats of provi- 
ded ? For the fallen angels? No; they are driven from heaven, 
and confined in the dark abodes of perdition, without the leaſt 


dawn of hope, or gleam of mercy. Here, Sir, the unſpeakable” 
mercy of Gop appears for wretched ſinners of Adam's guilty 


apoſtate race--- That ChHRISTH was made fin ; not for fallen an- 
gels, but for Fallen men; for us, who were dead in treſpaſſes aud 
ſins ; for vs, who were children of wrath, even as others. The 


eternal JesUs was made fin for his ele& people, who by nature 


loved not to retain Gop in all their thoughts; whoſe minds 


were at continual enmity to him, and in no wiſe ſubject to his 
divine will: For them, although they had loft his divine image, 
and were paturally deſtitute of a juſtifying righteouſneſs, and 


full of fin ; without the leaſt fear of Gop before their GO 
John i. 12. | 
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utter rangers to his love upon their hearts: Yet for them, mi- 
ſerable and wretched as they were, the Son of Gop was made 
fin. But Gad commendeth his love towards us, in that while we 
were yet: ſinners, Chriſt died for ut. From hence it is evident, 
that the people of Gon, notwithſtanding they are the predeſti- 
nated ſons: of glory, are nevertheleſs, by nature, in the gall of 
bitterneſs and bonds of iniquity ; and are addreſſed as ſuch, 
when in an unregenerate ſtate, in the ſacred volume of Gop's. 
word, as welt as by the faithful miniſters of his goſpel. But 
what you fay, Sir, reſpecting the words of Dr. Hammond, you 
would, I make no doubt, have faid of our Lok p, had you heard 
him ſpeak to finners --- Nay, you in effect ſay the ſame now: 
For concerning the commiſſion which he gave to his diſciples, 
you aſk, Is it right orthodox? Is it conſiſtent with the tenor of 
the goſpel? I repeat it, as CyrIsT's commiſſion, which was 
to preach the goſpel to every creature; + commanding all men every. 
where to repent; } declaring, that he which believeth only ſhall be 
ſaved, and be that believeth not ſhall be damned. 9 And go. ye out ta 
the lame, the balt and the blind, and compel them to come in, that my 
houſe may be filled. || I came nat, ſays the everlaſting Savioun 
himſelf, 0 call the righteous, but. ſinners. to repentance: Hao, 
every one that thirſteth, came ye to the waters, and he that hath na m- 
ney ; come ye, buy and cat; yea. come, buy wine and milk without 
money, and without price. In the laſt day, that great day of the 
feaſt, Jeſus ſtood and cried, faying, If any man thirſt, let him come. 
unto me and drink.+44+ L ask, where is the diſtinction made in 
theſe two addrefies--- Ho, every one---and, If any man thirſi? &e. 
Now to every ſoul that is a-thir/t for CHRIS, are theſe glori- 
ous declarations made. And our Lon p frequently invited the 
periſhing, and them that had no ſtrength, to come unto. him. 
that they might enjoy life: Nay, he tells the /e/{-righteaus pa- 
riſces, that publicans and hurlots enter into the kingdom of Gon 
before them: And ſcripture affords many inſtances. of ſome of. 
the greateſt ſinners being brought to believe on IEsUs, to the 
ſaving of the foul. Paul informs us, that though he was the 
very chief of ſinners, yet he found rich mercy, and diſtinguiſhing 
grace to help in the time of need. And we find his divine: 
* Rom. v. 8, + Mark xvi. 1 5. I Acts xvil. 30. 


$ Mark xvi. 16, Luke xix. 21, 23, © Luke v. 31, 32. 
0 Iſa. lv. 1. tt John vii. 37. 
5 l Maſter, 


Far} 
Maſter, in order to ſhew the love be bore te immortal ſouls, 
took every opportunity of converſing with ſinners, ſetting forth, 
theis miſerable condition by nature, and urging upon them the; 
real neceſſiy of flying to him for help, as ever they would eſcape 
the damnation of bell: And bis wards being accompanied with 
a divine power, many were led to. believe on him: And all ſuch 
from firſt to laſt, who. caſt themſelves upon, CHRr, will 
gracioully receive the pardon. of their ſins, and be fully and finally 
inſtated in the favour of that Gon, in whoſe pleaſure is life 3 
life ſpiritual; life celeſtial ; life eternal. But Mr. Gaunt 


replies, Will an empty belief in CAAISIN, a. bare aſſent to 
his doctrine, a mere reliance on his promiſes; and merits, 
<« juſtify the lawleſs and diſobedient ?” 

Verily, a bore aſſent will never Rand the finger in the, leaſt 
ſtead ; for there may be this 4 ent, (as I have obſerved elſewhere) 
— = ſaving change wrought upon the heart, conſequently. 


fruits of a juſtifying faith: And, permit me to ask, who, 
= ſaick that a bare aſſent, or maro nehance on CHRIST, would. be: 
of any poſſible availiog ſervice, without a. priggiple of divine; 
faith; wrought in the heart, which is. productive: af: good; works. 2! 
None but downright Antinomians. will aſſert this; ſo that, alas, 
aur author is only beating the air, and very afllduous in, endea- 
vouting to conſute, what no real believer ever advanced. 

In page 19, Mr. Gant has another quotation from Dr. Ham- 
mona s ſermons, where the Doctor very juſtly, obſerves, That: 
„the moral: and immoral are juſtified in the ſame way z and: 
that our moſt refined; morality, is nan good enough, to. Ce um. 
but juſt had enough to damn us.” Upon which our author, 
in a fit of enthuſiaſtie phrenſy, ſays, Graciaus Gon] What. 
<< expeeians are theſe! How muſt! ſugh- doctrine; diſcourage: 
<«. thoſe active diligent ſervants, who, ate labouring and; pain. 
fully bearing the burden and heat aß the day in their Lon 
<<. vino and, in ſtrong ex pectation of a read. 

Diſcouraging indeed to het: faithful and lakeniars. mans, the 
Lecturer of Sd. Martin's; whoſe: wnwearied diligence. in his, 
Eokn's vineyard: afforda him ſtrong hopes of a reward. Oh |. 
wretched Hammond tu adxance a doctrine fo: mortiſying to tha 
pride of fallen. man a. dactrene, ſo diſcauraging to our pious 
author, whoſe. indeſauig able labours for the good of precious and 
immortal ſouls, are ſagly eclipſed, by a fond attachment to the 

ruling 


* 
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ruling pleaſures of the age wherein he lives. But however 
als may be lack in doing their Loxp's work, we will cha- 
ritably ſuppoſe the contrary of Mr. Lecturer; we will ſuppoſe 
him more diligent than the great apoſtle z--more holy than 
St. Auflin, or St. Cyprian ;--more temperate than John the Bap- 
tiſt, whoſe life was one continued ſeries of abſtemiouſneſs, as he 
never drank wine or ſtrong drink. ---We will ſuppoſe, that by 
dis frequent kneelings before Gop, his very knees are grown 
callous, and that his diſtorted viſage and emaciated body declare 
bis extreme faſtings to all the world; yet ſurely, in point of ac- 
eeptance, or as a ſuitable conformity to the rules of morality, 
all theſe things, when N in the ballance, muſt be found 


wanting. 
To proceed: Mr. Gaunt having examined the fontence, i in- 


troduces the following text; The grace of God, that bringeth ſal- 
vation, bath appeared unto all men, teaching us, that denying ungod- 


tineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live foberly, righteouſly, and godly 


in this preſent world. I know not of a more cogent text in the 
book of Gop, that ſo clearly confutes our author in all that he 
has advanced in the preceding lines, than this which is now | 


xecited, as it at once oppoſeth that deſtructive ſcheme he ſo 


earneſtly contends for, and which is ſo exceedingly pleaſing to- 


the pride of every natural man, -I mean, the performing of a 
few good acts of charity, in giving a farthing now and then to 
the poor, and in obſerving the rules of ſobriety, as neceſſary 


terms to recommend us to Jxsus: For if this was the real caſe, 
the verſe ſhould run thus, That as we had denied ungodlineſs, 


and worldly luſts, and had lived ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
in this preſent evil world ; we ſhould receive, as a fuitable re- 
turn for our goodneſs, the grace of Gop, which bringeth 
falvation, Now, agreeable to the ſenſe in which Mr. Gaunt 
takes this paſſage of ſcripture, he muſt moſt certainly mean, that 


the grace of God is given only on our performing certain pre- 


ſcribed conditions: But how contrary is this to the whole tenor of 
the goſpel ! The apoſtle expreſly declares, that in conſequence 
of a principle of divine grace being wrought upon the heart, it 
would be effectually changed, and led to renounce the former. 
things in which it delighted. And this is truly the caſe, when- 
ever the Lon p is graciouſly pleaſed to turn a ſinner to himſelf, 


Titus U. 11, 13. 


and 


— 
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and make him the 1 partaker of his grace. Sovereign 


grace ever binds the ſoul in love to Jesus ; ſo that wherever it 


reigns in the heart of a believer, it will be made known to the 
world, by a holy conformity to the will of CHRIST. If the 
grace of Gop, then, be a divine principle, and is made effectual 


in the hands of the Spix fr, to the converſion of a finner to him- 


ſelf, we muſt conclude, that it was a gracious act of love and 
mercy in God the FATHER, to reveal himſelf to the ſinner in 
the perſon of his Son ; and that to call him out of darkneſs in- 
to this marvellous light, was not on account of his own worth 
or deſerving, but . to the great love where with be 
loved him. | 

Doubtleſs, had our author been preſent when the poor jailor 
ſprang in trembling, with, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? he 


would have anſwered, That he muſt perform certain conditions, 


and endeavour to lay up a good ſtock of works, in order to ob- 
tain life: But what reply does the apoſtle make to this impor» 


tant queſtion ? Believe on the Lord Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.® 
Inſtead of which very comfortable anſwer, had he acted like our 


Lecturer, the diſtreſſed jailor would have been ſent away to wait 
fix months or a year, before Gop would pardon him; till be 


had laid up in ſtore a whole cargo of terms, conditions and du- 


ties. But what poor comfort is this, for a mind deeply con- 
cerned about its everlaſting ſalvation | Truly, it is ſad indeed! 


and the poor ſoul would be.overwhelmed in deſpair, were it not 


for ſuch declarations as theſe, that Gop would few the exceed- 
ing riches of his grace, in his kindneſs towards us, through Chriſt 


| Feſus. And, By grace are ye ſaued, through es ;z and hat not 


of yourſelves : it is the gift of God. + 
But to return to Mr. Gaunt, 

Page 23, He begs leave ſeriouſly to ask one plain intereſting 
queſtion, 4* Can any man be ſaved without works of __ 
6 ouſneſs, and moral virtue ? 

The queſtion may carry with it an air of ſeeming impor- 
tance; but be pleaſed to tell us, Sir, who ever affirmed that 
there is no neceſſity of holineſs in ourſelves, in order to our 
ſalvation ? That good works have neither part nor lot in the 
matter of juſtification, is what no real believer will gainſay, for 


we are juſtified as ungodly ſinners, FREELY, BY FAITH ONLY, 


Acta xvi. 30, 31. + Eph. ii. 7, 84. 


- | without 
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without works of what kind foever, be they ads of charity vr 
Yevotion : But that there is no real need of a perſonal, imberent 
Bling, wroeght in us dy the Hel v Symir, as the ſure conſe- 
guence of out juſtification, and as a convincing evidence of our 
union with J=sus, is what none but devils and wicked decenfal 
men will ever rm. For my own part, I really wiſh that thee 
perſons who make the greateſt noiſe and buſtie about what they 
wall good works, would be rather more careful to ſhew them in 
their own lives and cohverfations ; but for the general part it 
quite otherwiſe - A rrath this, which I can witneſs from my 
own abſcrvation, without being chargeable with the teaft breach 
of chriſtian charity. I have only to obſerve under this particu- 
far, that what Mr. Gaunt ſays in the next page, (which is in 
connection with this I have juſt quoted from) contains a reflec- 
gion upon the methods provided by Gon himſelf, for the ſalva- 
tion of his people: And the diſtinction he there ſpeaks of, as 
wice and frivolous, is the peculiar glory of the goſpel, and is a 
d;ſtinidn To eſſentially neceſſary, and of fuch vaſt importance, 
that without it the doctrine of ſalvation by grace muſt fall to 
the ground, whilſt the more excellent one of acceptance before 
Gon by means of works, is ſubſtitated in its Read. For ache 
good works are abſotutely fpoken of by all true Chriſtians, as 
the undeniable evidence of a ſaving intereſt in CHRIS, yet 


they are never confidered as having any merit in them, to pro- 


ture the regard of the ALMIGHTY : So that what Mr, Gant 
Has advanced as above, together with what he ſays in page 17, 
mount TO juſt nothing at all, | 
Our anthot's third ſermon is introduced with the following 
A tent thoughts; Of all the ſubjects chat ean engage the 
* thoughts and contemplation ef rational creatures, the moſt 
« important and intereſting is eternal falvation. In the idea of 


it is included every thing that the human heart tan wiſh fot 


or defire --- an exemption from the moſt excruciating pain 
« and mifery, and a participation of the moſt refined pleaſure 
« and happineſs.” 

Would to Gop the JoArine of ſalvation had been treated of, 
as a doctrine of ſuch eternal impottance, throughout Mr. 
Gaunt's ſermons. But this ſtrain is too evangelical for our au- 
thor to purſue: For no ſooner ate theſe thoughts of everlaſting 
moment advanced, than we — won WO 
ately 
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ately following, with the produce of a * altogether unaffect - 
ed with its need of an intereſt in this great ſalvation. Mr. Gaunt 
having dropped a few ſolemn hints, falls on a-freſh, rank and 
file, till the poor man having worked himſelf into a fit of un- 
governed paſſion, pretends to charaQeriſe the true preachers of 
the goſpel : Theſe are his words, Men thinking more highly 
4 than they ought to think of their own ſanctity and holineſs, 
* tho” perhaps unfurniſhed with the firſt principles of learning 
* and erudition, commence teachers, pretend that they are 
&« guides of the blind, lights to them which are in darkneſi, inflrud- 
& ors of the fooliſh, and teachers of babes; and miſtaking the 
«| workings of an over-heated, diſordered imagination, for the 
&« operation of the bleſſed 8SpIx Hr or Gop, arrogantly declare 
« themſelves the only true interpreters of that revelation which 
„% Car1sT publiſhed to the world, &c. &c.“ 

Softly, ſoftly, dear Sir, for paſſion is exceedingly prejudicial 
to the conſtitution z and if it is permitted to rage without con- 
troul, may in the end prove fatal. You have advanced a great 
deal of (truly, I don't know what to call it) unſcriptural mad- 
nels and enthuſiaſm, which are the obvious marks of a mind 
totally at enmity to CHRIST and his goſpel. For ſurely our 
author plumes himſelf upon his own fancied goodneſs, ſanctity 
and holineſs, ſince he expects thro? means of theſe, excluſive of 
the death of an incarnate Gop, to receive the promiſed reward. 
But the men, againſt whom our author levels his illiberal in- 
vectives, are ſo far from thinking more highly of themſelves 
than they ought to think, that they, thro* a deep conviction of 
their own guilt and unworthineſs, do count themſelves the 
leaſt of all Gop's creatures; and that when they have done all, 
they are but unprofitable ſervants. Every true miniſter of Jz- 
zus CHR1sT is called according to God's purpoſe, by his 81 
RIT working in due ſeaſon: They through grace obey the 
calling: They be juſtified freely: They be made the ſons of 
God by adoption: They be made like the image of his only 
begotten Son Jesvus Canisr : They walk religiouſly in good 
works, and at length by Gop's mercy they attain to everlaſting 
felicity.® The SpigtT of the Lok D Gop being upon them, 
they are enabled to ſpeak comfortably to his people z to tell 
them that their warfare is accompliſhed, and their iniquities 


* Vide the 17th Article of our Church. 
E . for- 
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8 And the Lon having clothed chem with ſalvation, 


» - his ſaints ſhout aloud for joy. This, Sir, is Gop's gracious 


promiſe to the faithful miniſters and ſtewards of his divine my- 
ſeries, The Loxp ſends them to an ignorant and enſlaved 
people, to ruinous and undone creatures; 10 open their eyes, and 


turn them from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 


God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance among 
them which are ſanct iſied by faith that is in me. 1 He ſends them 
as ſheep among wolves, to declare his mind and will ; to be as 
guides to the blind, lights to them which fit in darkneſs, inſtructors of 
the fooliſh, and teachers of babes & This is their buſineſs and work, 
being divinely anointed by the Sp1R1T of grace, to comfort the 
mourners in Sion, | and to preach goſpel-deliverance to captive 
ſinners. Being really taught of Gon, as is the caſe with all his 
people, their own natural wills and imaginations are brought to 
act in ſubſerviency to this divine Agent, through whoſe benign 
and gracious influences upon their ſouls, they are led with mi- 
niſterial fidelity and affection, to declare the whole counſel of 
Go, as revealed in his word.---Try, dear Sir, whether or not 


you are governed by this bleſſed Sp1rIT in the courſe of your 


life: Whether you depend as much upon the aids and affiftan- 
ces thereof, to enable you to diſcharge the truſt committed to 
you, as you do upon.the natural food you eat, in order to ſup- 
port the animal life. Does it appear, Sir, in the courſe of your 
miniſtry, that you are directed by the unerring Spirit of truth? 
Nay, does it appear that you experienced its divine influences 
upon your mind, when you wrote the very page we have now 


under conſideration? or ſay rather, was you not blinded by a 


vain deluſive knowledge, and over-heated zeal, when you ſpoke 
thus lightly of the minifters of Gon? Learning, I grant, is a 
uſeful and precious gift of Gop, and may be happily improved 


in the ſervice of the goſpel ; but I will even venture to ſay, in 


the ſpirit of an inſpired apoſtle's writings, Accurſed be all that 
learning, which ever ſets itſelf in oppoſition to the goſpel of 
Caxr1sT ! Accurſed be all that learning which eclipſes, or is in 
any wiſe aſhamed of the goſpel of CyzisT ! Accurſed be all 
that learning, which takes and fills the room that is alone due to 
the goſpel of CunIs T] And once more, For ever accurſed be 


* Iſa. xl. 2. + Pſalm cxxxii. 16. 1 Acts xxvi. 18. 
8 Acts xvii. 18. [| Iſa. Ixi. 2. 
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all that learning, which is not made ſubſervient to the all- 
glorious ends of the goſpel of CukIsT ]- The great apoſtle 
uſed the noble parts and -accompliſhments of which he was 
poſſeſſed, wich true zeal in his divine maſter's cauſe; yet he did 
it with that diffidenoe and bumility, with that abaſement and 

| ſelf-denial, with that contempt of vain embelliſhments, which 

evidently ſhewed he was not building a monument to himſelf, 
but that he ſought to promote the honor of his Logp: Tho' 

be excelled all the other apoſtles in point of learning and elo- 

quence, yet how did he renounce the vain wiſdom of words, 
when treating of the goſpel of CyrIsT ; Doubtleſs he thought 
it a greater honor, and a higher privilege, to enjoy nearneſs 
with JEsus, and to find acceptance with him, than to poſſeſs 
wiſdom in abundance, and learning, riches and honor in the 
higheſt perfection imaginable. And may a gracious Gon be 
pleaſed to grant, that our author may be enabled to ſay in ſin- 
cerity, that in what things he thinks he excels, even theſe he is 

& % willing to count loſs for CHRIST: Yea dowbileſs, ſays the apoſtle, 

| and I count all things but laſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chrift Jeſus my Lord: for whom 1 have ſuffered the loſs of all 

things, and do count them but dung that I may win Chrift,-- And oe | 

found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs which is of the law, 

but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the ** which © * 

it of God by faith.* 

But to return to Mr. Gaunt, | a 

« This violent perſuaſion is ſtiled jufityingf faith, and is con» 

1 « fidently aſſerted to be effectual to man's eternal ſal vation, 

4 though one tear of repentance has not been ſhed, though one 
good action has not been performed.“ 

O rare Mr. Lecturer! The gift of Gop, and the peculiar 
glory of his precious goſpel, ſtiled a vialent perſuaſion. But in- 
deed, you have for once ated in character, and publickly de- 
clared the contrariety of your mind to the goſpel of CurisT, to 
all the world. We will juſt make a remark or two on the ſen- 
tence now before us, ſpeaking diſtinctly to each particular, as 
firſt, The reflection on a juſtifying faith, called by Mr. Gaunt 
% a violent perſuaſion.” In order to be as brief as poſſible, we 
will confider faith as importing the following particulars, viz. a 


Phil. iii, 8, g. 
Ea real 
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real aſſent of the underſtanding to what is revealed concerning the 
Lord Jzsys in ſcripture ; particularly, a conviction of our 
loſt and helpleſs ſtate by nature, being led to look for help and 
recovery from our natural ſtate of miſery and ruin by CHRIS ; 
Neither it there ſalvation in any other: For there is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we muſi be ſaved.* Faith 
tells us plainly, That the only happineſs which our ſouls can en- 
joy, is in the favour and friendſhip of the bleſſed Gop, and that 
this can alone be obtained through the all-prevailing merits of 
CarrsrT---It further implies the conſent and approbation*of the 
heart to every divine truth, with regard to the perſon and cha- 
rafter of CHRIST, and ſalvation through his blood. To every 
true believer theGop-exalting plan of redemption by the glorious 
Mzp1iaTor of the New Covenant, appears not only divinely 
true, but perfe& wiſdom itſelf, altogether reaſonable, gracious 
and neceſſary: And this is what a ſaving faith diſtinguiſhes, not 
only from unbelief and carnal ſecurity, but even from an empty, 
lifeleſs, barren profeflion : And while the careleſs ungodly ſin- 
ner deſpiſes the truth, the believer. in IE sus loves and adores it; 
the chriſtian in name only is really aſhamed of it, while the be- 
liever glories in it: God forbid, ſays the great apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chrifl.+ Un- 
to you therefore which believe, he is precious: But unto them which 
be diſobedient, the Stone which the builders diſallowed the ſame is made 
the bead of the corner. In the laſt place, Faith implies ſuch a per- 
| ſonal application of the divine truths of the goſpel, as alone pro- 
duceth a ſweet and comfortable repoſe of conſcience, together 
with a firm dependence and reliance on Jzsvs as the needful Sa- 
viouR: This, I apprehend, is the ſirſ and grand point in view, 
and indeed, may with propriety be ſtited, the termination of the 
cubole; and I can't help perſuading myſelf, ſays an ingenious au- 
"thor, that it is ſo eſſential to true faith, that faith and truſt are 
frequently put reciprocally, the one for the other in many places 
of the New Teſtament; I ſhall adduce the following text from 
Epheſians---That we ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory, who firfl 
trufled in Chrifl. In whom ye alſo truſted, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the goſpel of your ſaluation : In whom alſo after that 
ye telieved, ye were ſealed with that Holy Spirit of promiſe. $ But: 


9 w_ iv. 12. f Gal. i iv, 14. 1 Pet. ii. 7. 8 Chap. i. 135 
be 
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be it obſerved by the way, that I would always be underſtood, 
to conſider CHRIST, as the peculiar object of faith: Forit can 
hardly be ſuppoſed that any give a firm aſſent to this truth, un- 
til they are deeply convinced that they are in themſelves, guilty, 
periſhing ſinners, and conſequently are led to believe that there 
is no ſalvation in any other, and that CHRIST alone is able to 
ſave all that come untothe FATHER by him, and in conſequence 
of this, they will be diſpoſed to reſt and rely upon him for ſal- 
vation, as he is propoſed in the goſpel, This, undoubtedly, is 
the ſtriking view given us of this important particular in ſcrip- 
ture---Therefore being juſtified by ſaith we have peacs with God, 
through our Lord Feſus Cbriſt. : Faith then, is the hand which 
receives CHR1sT---receives and applies his all- perfect righteouſ- 
neſs to the ſoul---Clothed with this divinely precious robe, the 
believer appears in the preſence of JeHov An without fin unto 
ſalvation. And will Mr. Gaunt dare to affirm that truths enfor- 
ced by the authority of the great God, are only the violent perſua- 
fron of the mind? He would do well to conſider theſe things, 
leſt he be found fighting againſt the Lord and his CyrisT,--- 
Having thus conſidered the firſt particular, including a reflec- 
tion on a Tuftifying faith, we will attend to the ſecond, namely, 
„That ſalvation is made effectual, though one tear of repen- 
$* tance has not been ſhed, though one good action has not been 
© performed 

As I have before taken notice how falration 3 is made effeQual, 
namely, by the mighty power of God, I ſhall therefore chiefly 
confine myſelf to this one particular That this ſalvation is 
made effectual, without the conſideration of one good action be- 
ing performed. And I might produce a cloud of witneſſes to 
confirm this truth; but to avoid prolixity, the penitent thief on 
the croſs ſhall ſerve to illuſtrate this grand point. And I know 
not of a paſſage throughout the ſacred volume, which diſplays 


ſo much of the inconceivably great and matchleſs love of Gop 


to a loſt periſhing finner, as the converſion of the expiring 
thief upon the croſs. But, alas! how is this moſt aſtoniſhing 
inſtance of the redeeming love of our LokD villifed, by ſuch 
who are ſtrangers to a work of ſaving grace upon their. hearts; 
and who, through a miſtaken knowledge and miſguided zeal, too 


often wreſt the ſeriptures to their own deſtruction! For in the 
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inſtance before us, ſovereign grace triumphs in contraſt with the 
moſt obdurate pitch of wickedneſs. The malefactor brought at 
length to deſerved puniſhment, is fo far from repenting of his 


fins, and performing good actions, in order, to entitle him to the 


grace of Gop, that he remains hardened in his wickedneſs--- 
the very ſcorn and contempt of the people, and not deemed fit to 
live, as appears by his hanging upon the croſs, that he might 
ſuffer the puniſhment due to the enormity of his aggravated 
crimes: And though he was nailed like a wretched miſcreant to 
the tree, and hung by four large wounds made through the moſt 
tender and ſenſible parts of his body, yet ſo enſlaved was he to 
fin, and fo abandoned to all ſenſe of remorſe for his accumula- 
ted guilt, that when the Jewiſh Rabbies came to revile the eter- 
nal Sox of God in his dying groans, the poor inſenſible wretch, 
though in like agonies of body with him, caſt the ſame opprobiĩ · 
ous language in his teeth that the Jewiſh Clergy had done, 
Now can our author perceive the leaſt glimpſe of what he 
calls repentance, or the ſhadow of a good action in this monſter 
of impiety ? $0 far, ſo very far from it, that we may with truth 


venture to ſay, that the whole annals of hiſtory do not produce. 


an inſtance of ſuch a deſperately wicked wretch, in the very 
depths of horror and miſery, and on the very brink of ruin and 
deſtruction ; for one would naturally think, if ever men were 
ſerious at all, it would certainly be in their laſt expiring mo- 
ments, and when there appeared but a hand's breadth betwixt 
them and an eternal world of woe: But if we may venture to 
credit the evangeliſts, there was not the leaſt degree of ſeriouſ- 
neſs in this monument of impiety ; but the whole of his con» 
duct, from the time he was nailed to the croſs till a little be · 
; fore he expired, evidently ſhewed, that his heart was full of the 
- moſt deadly enmity to Gop, and that he was quite unconcerned 
about his appearing before him in judgment, At preſent, then, 
there appears nothing like repentance, or a good work ; But 
God is mighty, doing wonders ; and when he worketh, none 
can let or hin 
guilty and wretched, yet Gop, to ſhew his ſovereignty, calls 
one and leaves the other to periſh in his fins | ® And by this 

remarks 


„ this man we evidently ſee the a the wages, and the 
direful e of ſin. His wickedneſs brought him to a moſt * 


him : For tho there were two thieves, equally 
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remarkable inſtance of uncenditional grace and diſcriminating love, 
he lets us ſee, that he will do what he pleaſeth with his own : 
For in about a quarter of an hour, his great power and love 


is diſplayed in the converſion of this poor thief. © And though 


the work of Gon may be carried on in the ſoul progreſſively, yet 
in the inſtance before us, the ever-adorable Jz$vs, to give full 
proof of his Power and Godhead, cauſes his blood to be made 
effectual to this poor finner's heart almoſt inſtantaneoufly : And 
if we carefully examine St. Lulꝰs goſpel, we ſhall find that the 
whole regenerating work of the divine Spiair paſſed on his 
heart in as great perfection as it ever did upon any child of Gop 


ſince the beginning of the world. Now in conſequence of the 
mighty power of Gop upon the heart of this thief, we find 


that he is awakened to a ſenſe of his extreme danger, and con- 
vinced of his ruinous condition, A ſenſe of God's forbearing 


goodneſs to him, leads him to repentance ; indeed, had it not 


been for this, he would never have repented of his fins: But 
the gracious effects of Ixsusꝰ love, diſpoſes him to it; and we 
find the very firſt queſtion he put to his fellow- ſufferer, proved 


beyond doubt, that the firſt work of the SpIR IT was really be- 


gun upon his heart --- Doſt not thou fear Gad, ſays he, feeing thou 
art in the ſame condemnation? and we indeed juſily, forwe receive 
the due reward of our deeds : but this man hath dine nothing amiſs. + 
From hence it is evident, that he in bis heart feared Gop :; But 
then it is natural to ask, How came this fear therein? The anſwer 
is ready; JEHovAn ſays, I will put my fear there.t No true fear 
can reſide in the heart of any finner, till Gop is graciouſly 
pleaſed to put it there. And this fear which was found in the 
thief, pierced him with convictions of his undone itate, and the 
juſtneſs of his ſufferings --- Hence there is not the leaſt pallia- 


ful end, and ſcaled him up under ſuch fatal hardneſs of heart and 


r of conſcience, that though the Lon D Js us CHRIST was 
crucified before his eyes, he died in his fins. | 


Ho can it be expected, faith a judicious writer, that no more 


i than à conſtant repetition of Chriſt's death, ſhould be an invin- 
„ cible means of changing the heart, when the agual ſight of his 
« ſufferings was attended with ſo little effect! Sin muſt be felt as 
e the diſeaſe and ruin of the ſoul, and the ſufferings of Jzsvs ac- 
© knowledged as the only poſſible remedy, before we can truly 
« ſympathize with him, and fay, I am crucified with CarisT.”? 

„ _ + Luke xxill. 40, 41. Jer. xxxii. 40. 
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tion of his guilt, but all is free and open : --- Made ſenſible of 
the grievous burden of his fins, he deemed nothing ſevere which 
he Oat This was repentance of a truth. But he reſts 
not the matter here : ---Being deeply wounded for ſin, he ſeeks 
out for help; and the good SeiriT of Gop, who at firſt con- 
vinced him of his need of ſalvation, ſoon points to him an all- 
ſufficient Saviour ; for ſays he unto IEsus, Lord, remember 


me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. A few minutes before it 


was this man/ but now in the anguiſh of his ſoul, he cries out 


Loxp! Beyond meaſure aſtoniſhing! What faith was this ! 


Log, to a poor deſpiſed man, bathed in tears and blood, and 
whom he had heard the Zews revile as only worthy of their con- 
tempt, and whom he himſelf had treated in like manner; yet he 
no ſays unto him, Loxp, remember me when thou comeſt 
into thy kingdom; not Gop's kingdom, but Tay kingdom, (a 
proof this of his Divinity) even that kingdom of glory of 
THINE, which is prepared for them that love thee. And what 
anſwer does the Loxp Jesvus make to this requeſt? He replies 
with a majeſtic greatneſs that well became the Lok o, theProprie- 
tor of heaven and earth, Yerily 7 ſay unto thee, To-day Halt thou 


be with me in paradiſe. And what ſays the poor expiring thief 


to this free unconditional promiſe? Not one ſingle word: The 
pleaſing voice of Ixsus, huſhed all his fears in a moment; and 
the peace · ſpeak ing Blood of IMMANUEL being made effectual to 
the ſoul, by the power of the Six ir, all his griefs were ſilenced. 


The peace of Gop which paſſeth all underſtanding, took the 
happy poſſeſſion of his trembling heart, and the SPIRIT of Gon 


ſealing the gracious promiſe of Ixsus to his ſoul, (which eviden- 
ced his being an heir of glory) the effect was, quietneſs and 
aſſurance to all eternity. 

This moſt certainly was an ;llaace of free, diſtinguiſhing 
grace. Here was ſalvation beſtowed upon one of the vileſt 
ſinners, through faith in Jesvs, without previous works, or the 
leaſt poſfibility of performing any. And as ſuch, it is un- 


+ - doubtedly recorded for the encouragement of all who ſee them- 


ſelves naked, and conſequently deſtitute of righteouſneſs and 
ftrength ; and that, like the poor trembling thief upon the croſs, 


they have no refuge or hope, but in the free mercy of Gop 


thro” CHRIST. ry 
Now 
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Now will Mr, Gaunt, or any other oppoſer of free grace traths, 
ſay, that it was not alone by the mighty pod of the Lonxp Jz» 
sus Cur1sT, that his Blood was made effectual to the conver- 
ſion of this thief, without either the conſideration of repentance 
or good works? For the amazing change wrought upon his 
heart, appeared as the gracious effect of Gop's grace: And if 
we renew our ſurvey of this diſtinguiſhed heir of glory, exa- 
mining minutely into the many particulars which diſplay them- 
ſelves in an infinite variety; we may obſerve, that the fear of 
Gop was found in him, which is the fir/t work of the Sptätr 
upon the heart,---and there was repentance, or conviction of 
his ſinfulneſs, when he ſaid, Me indeed juſtly! Then there was 
faith in Ixsus, to as great a degree as ever man before had---and 
to complete the whole, there was remiſſion of his fins witneſſed 


do his ſoul by the HoLy Gnosr. And can we think of any 


other ſure and infallible way of being juſtified before Gon, than 
by real repentance towards him, and faith in the Lon p Jxsus 
Cnalsr? Yes; our author points out a different way; and he 
is not aſhamed of acting the monſtrous part of a traitor to the 
Lord Jssvus, in robbing him of the ſpoils of his croſs. But 
the Son or God, arrayed with primeval glory, triumphs when 
hanging upon the croſs, and proclaims pardon and life for dy- 
ing men, when expiring on the accurſed tree. Such then, 


Who ſeek to be ſaved on account of works, are moſt certainly 


the greateſt enemies to CHRI5 T, the world ever knew : For in 
the caſe of this thief, there was not a grain of repentance, till 


the Loxp had changed his heart; and it is pretty evident, that 


he was very far from performing any good works: Therefore, 
contrary to Mr, Gaunt's opinion, we are ſaved. freely, by grace, 
without the conſi leration of having ſhed one tear of repentance, * 
or performed one good work. 

gut to return to Mr. Gaunt. | 

Speaking of the author he had-quoted from, ſays, © Hear 
&© his own words, Therefore we conclude that a man is juſtified by 
« faith, without the deeds of the law, Rom. iii. 28.” 

«© Hear his own words !” I am at a loſs to know what our 
author means by this: Here are the words of an inipir'd apoſtle, 
imputed to Dr Hammand---an honor, which, L am fully perſua- 
ded, had the doctor been living, he would have been far from 


accepting of, But what would Mr, Gaunt mak. of this paſſage 
F of 


4 J 
of ſcripture? Does it not exprefly declare, that a | than is juſti- 
fied by faith, without the deeds of the law: And the ſame 
apoſte elſewhere fays, That by the deeds of the law there ſhall no 
fleſh be jaſtified.'® Does be think to evade the force of theſe 
ſcriptures by ſaying, the apoſtle meant the ceremonial law, and 
not the moral? This is à meer quibble, and not worth attend- 
ing tot The word of Gop is expreſs ; and wrote ſo plain, that 

| he who runs may read : The apoſtle evidently meant the moral 
law, which ever demands an all- perfect fatisfaction and com- 
plete” obedience 3 and its veſt extent reaches to the inmoſt 
thoughts of the heart; It condemns not only the immoral con- 
duct of thoſe whom Mr. Gant ſtiles the unbluſhing, unrighte- 
-ous profligates, and who have been guilty of flagrant violations 
of God's law; but it condemns every ſinner, whether great or 
ſmall, and every fin, and every degree of fin whatever, under 
the penalty of eternal death: Becauſe, whatever wrong is done 
to the unſulljed majeſty and purity of Gop, is deemed an infi- 
nite offence, and x flagrant violation of his righteous laws : So 
that ane ſingle lie, one fretful word, ove ludicrous and wanton 
look, one high and imperious thought, one ſelfiſh or covetous de- 
ſire, ane premeditated purpoſe to do evil, is a moſt ſure forfei- 
ture of our immortal ſouls, into the hands of ſtrict and eternal 
juſtice. The ſentence of the everlaſting God is immediately 
incurred: Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them. + And this tremend- 
ous curſe muſt be 'exeruted, when a creature-obedience, or a 
fair. moral character is confided in for juſtification before Goo 
unleſs that obedience be altogether perfect, and that moral charac- 

4 ter free from the leaſt deſect. But this, I think, our author will 
not affirm to be the caſe---He acknowledges, page 39, that he 
has imperfeRions cleaving to him: And he will not, I am per- 
ſuaded, deny the charge of having done many things wrong 
fpoke frequently without the fear of Gon before his eyes---and 
diſcovered pride and naughtineſs within, Now as this is the 
caſe, how neceſſary to know ourſelves, and remember that Goo 
looks at the heart, and views the latent corruption there, Be- 
fore his pure eyes every vain imagination is fin, and the wages 
of ſin is eternal death, Verily, as this is the caſe, there appears 
not a dram of comfort in what Mr. Gaunt has advanced. But 


® Rom. iii. 20. + Gal. Hi. 10. 
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glory be to our Gon, that he hath from everlaſting prepared 2 
bleeding ſacrifice to atone for the fins of his people ; even their 
ſins of ignorance and infirmity: And a great High Prieſt, to 
bear their tranſgreſſions, For witbout ſhedding of blood there is na 
remiſſion + for the leaſt evil in the heart, any more than for the 
moſt ſcandalous enormity of the life : For all have equally in- 
curred the diſpleaſure of Gop, and rendered themſelves obnox- 
| jous ro the Divine favour z conſequently there is no difference 
in point of juſtification between one man and another : As there 
is but one true way of falvation for the very {aſt and chief of 
ſinners, namely, by turning to the Logp JesUs CHRIST as the 
_ glorious hope ſet before them in the goſpel. | 
But to return to Mr, Gann. 

&« CHRIST came into the world, ſajourned i in it a few tran- 
<« ſient years, and then left behind him the goſpel, as a rule of 
c life and conduct to mankind.” 

Thanks, eternal thanks be to Gop for his unſpeakable gift 
for the goſpel in its tranſcendent excellency is as much higher 
than Mr. Gaunt's account of it, as the heavens are higher than 
the earth: For what a poor deficient thing is a rule of morals, 
or the certainty of a day of rewards and puniſhments, to men 
under the heavy condemnation of a broken law, and the keen 
pangs of a wounded conſcience ! to men, who are continually 

aſſaulted without, and who find a wretched propenſity within; 
and are diſtreſſed in various ways, uncertain of enjoying the leaſt 
ſublunary comfort they have, for a ſingle day or hour! What 
then do periſhing creatures want? What doth the foul of help- 
leſs man, awakened to a ſenſe of its ruin, and knowledge of 
himſelf, earneſtly long for? It is an all- perſect righteouſneſs to 
juſtify before Gop---an omnipotent arm to protect from danger 
the ſanctifying influences of the HoLy Gos r; the love, the 
peace of Gop, and the aſſurance of his continual favour to 
chear the ſoul, and the heart, The goſpel which IxsuA 


| left, is replete with all this to every convinced finner : Not 
meerly a bare ſyſtem of morality ; but it is a proclamation of 
the richeſt giſis and moſt ennobled bleſſings, to be immediately 
enjoyed by faith, The goſpel of Curt, proclaims a pardon 
for the very chief of finners---a pardon for guilty rebels, againſt 


T 
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the Kino of kings---a pardon ſealed in Blood, and that ſpeaks 
its immenſe value beyond all computation, infinite--- a pardon, 
through means of which, the awakened finner's conſcience is 
| pacified, takes comfort and flees to Jzsvs. The goſpel of 
* Car1sT is laden with the moſt munificent bleſſings. It pro- 
| claims the glorious news of an impregnable ſtrong hold, the 
; Lorp Jesvs, who ever lives to protect his people, and fave 
| them from the power of the deſtroyer. Every believer receives 
| | CnnisT as ſuch, and finds him, by thrice happy and bleſſed ex- 
perience, to be the ſure ſoundation of his hope, and only true 
. ſoyree of his comfort. Agreeable to this ſpeaks the ſacred ora- 
cles: The redeemed of the Lon p are delivered from the power of 
darkneſs, and tranſlated into the kingdom of God's dear Son : In 
whom they have redemption thro' his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
their fins.* - They are bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
things in Chriſt.+ All things are their's, things preſent and things 
to come, whether life or death; 4 --- And nothing ſhall be able to ſe- 
parate them from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Feſus their 
; Lord. And Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting 
| ſalvation. | Is the goſpel, then, laden with ſuch inconceivably 
great and glorious bleflings, and does it treat of ſuch tranſcen- 
dent privileges? Let our author, then, tremble for himſelf, 
when he conſiders in what a low and diminutive point of light 
he has ſet it forth to the world, Let him be aſhamed for the 
inſipid and unaffecting Chriſtianity he has promulged, which is 
not more unſcriptural than abſurd. The Chriſtianity of the 
Bible is divinely noble, majeſtically grand, ſuperlatively glori- | 
ous, and rational to the laſt degree ! It does indeed require eve- 
ry diſciple of Jesus to forſake all and follow him; to be holy 
as he is holy, and act in ſtrict conformity to his divine will: 
But all this is, becauſe they have received the rich bleſſings of 
the goſpel, and becauſe Je5vs hath loved them, and given him. 
ſelf for them, and waſhed them from their fins in his own blood; 
and not merely as conditions to be performed, in order to obtain 
ſalvation of God, — But to proceed. 
« Preachers of the goſpel, then, ſhould be particularly care- 
te ful not to put aſunder what Gop himſelf bath * toge- 
6 ther, faith and abedience, ce. &c. 
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I know not of a more neceſſary caution for Mr. Gaunt to ad- 
here to, than this which he has here laid down as worthy the 


obſervation of the preachers of the goſpel: For has he not thro” 


the whole of his ſermons maimed the grand central truths of the 
goſpel, and put aſunder what Gon himſelf hath joined together: 
Or, joined together with ſupercilious arrogance, what the e- 


ternal JeHovAHn himſelf hath abſolutely put aſunder. In the 


great point of juſtification, OBEDIENCE, as a procuring cauſe, has 
neither part nor lot in the matter. The word juſtification being 


a forenſic term, properly ſignifies, the decluring or pronouncing @ a 


perſon righteous according to law. As this definition of the term 
exactly anſwers to the thing itſelf; juſtification moſt undoubted- 
ly then does not conſiſt in making a perſon righteous, by a real 
internal change from impurity to holineſs, and by yielding an 
uniform obedience to the precepts of the goſpel ; this, I appre- 
hend, is the great work of ſan#ification :* But juſtification, a- 
greeable to the beſt Theological writers, is a judicial act in Gon 
the FATHER, whereby the convinced finner is abſolutely abſolv- 
ed from the guilt and condemning power of fin, and has a ſure 


and wnqueſtionable right to eternal life, for the ſake of the per- 


fect obedience of the LogD JEsus CHRIST, which is really 


I remember ſomewhere to have ſeen this particular illuſtrated 
by a familiar example, which, if I miſtake not, was as follows.—In 
a court of judicature, the only way of knowing whether a perſon be 


innocent or guilty, is by examining the evidences, tho? theſe evi- 
. dences do not contribute either to his guilt or innocence, but are 
the vouchers of the one or the other, by which a verdi& muſt be 


ven and ſentence paſſed-—S0 it is in the preſent caſe. Juſtifica- 
tion is a forenſic term. Man is the priſoner arraigned, and though 
works have no more hand in his juſtification, than witneſſes at a 
trial have in conſtituting the perſon tried, either guilty or not guil- 
ty, yet are they the beſt evidences and vouchers to prove him in a 
Juſtified ſtate. —If it be objected that we cannot tell whether theſe 
works proceed from an heart renewed by grace, and whether they 
are the fruits of juſtifying faith or not. f anſwer, tho' we can no 
more know this than we can know whether the evidences in a court 
of juſtice ſpeak in truth and ſincerity or not, and tho* many perſons 
who are very religious in their own eyes and the eyes of the world 
may nevertheleſs be deceiving their own ſouls, yet wherever there 
ſeems to be a fingle defire of pleaſing Gov in the heart, and a to- 
tal change of life and converſation, we are as much in charity bound 
to judge on the favourable fide, as we are to believe that the wit- 


neſſes a a trial do ſpeak the truth and nothing but the truth, 


imputed 


. 
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imputes to the believer, and received by him, as the precious 
gift of Gop. Now upon whom does Mr. Gaunt ſay this 


nafpeakable bleſſing is conferred ? Is it vouchſafed to the 
ſeemingly righteous, and thofe in whom the amiable vrain 
of Chriſtian Virtues centre? This is contrary to the facred 
oracles of heaven: For, to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
bem that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs.® 
Now from this very text it is evident, that the ſubjects of juſti- 
fication are ſuch that work net; are fo far from having pertorm- 
ed any thing good and acceptable in the fight of Gop, that the 
apoſtle declares they have done no god works at all: Verily then, 
let men diſtinguiſh as long as they pleaſe, this muſt be the caſe; 
for to ſay he worketh not who is juſtified, is the ſame thing as to 
fay that his works, however excellent they are, have no part--- 
| have us influence in his juſtification : Nay, it is plain from the 
pallage now before us, that Gop hath not any reſpect unto 
works -- conſiders no man's perſon, works or duties of obedience 
in his juſtification, but he is juſtified freely by God's grace : Juſtiſi- 
ed as an ungodly finner, when there is not the leaſt appearance of 
exe heavenly diſpofition in his ſoul: Freely by God's grace: If theſe 
words do not prove the point we are contending for, namely, 
that juſtification is a free unmerited gift, and entirely of grace, 
without any reſpe& had to ſuppoſed good works, or pious difpo- 
Krions in the finner, or any thing done by him, prior to his en- 
joyment of the bleſſing itfelf, I think it is abſolutely impoſſible 
to expreſs any ſuch thing. This text teaches us, that in re- 
ſpect to the great Gop, ja/tification is of free, unconditional, 
' anmerited grace, excluſive of every work of man, by what name 
foever it may be called. Now, if it is thus pure and free, (and 
that it is ſo, ſcripture affords abundant proof) where is Mr. 
Gamnt's authority for mixing terms of repentance and obedience, 
tho” imperſect, with the tranfcendently glorious grace of Gon, 
ſo freely diſplayed in the juſtification of all his people. This is 
bis divine right, prerogative and property; as fuch, he claims 
the honor due unto his name, and demands ſubmiſſion to his 
- ſovereign will, diſclaiming creature-qualifications, as a ſuitable 
recommendation to his favour and forgiveneſs, He, as Ixno- 
YAH, the Load of HosTs, diſpenſes the bleſſings of his goſpel 
upon whom he pleaſes, without any regard to the ſeeming good- 
neſs of one, any more than another: All being equally guilty, 


* Rom. iv. 5. | 
| ſtand- 
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ſtanding in equal need of a juſtifying righteouſneſs, The goſpel 
points out Ixs us, as being made this righteouſneſs to them: It 

clearly ſhews, that whatever was wanting on the part of the 
ſinner, in reſpe& to doing and ſuffering, was adtxall performed 
by their divine Subſtitute, Char Jxsos the Load. Theres 
fore, this all-ſufficient righteouſneſs being fully revealed in the 
goſpel, for the juſtification of poor ſinners, it is the grand and 
principle buſineſs of farth, to receive and rely on it as altogether 
ſufficient, and abſolutely free to juſtify the moſt periſhing and 
undeſerving. And thus, according to the divine appointment, 
every belieyer is juſtified by faith, which faith (as I have parti- 
cularly ſhewn)'means neither more nor Jeſs than the real re 
ceiving of CHRIST and his righteouſneſs into the ſoul : It im- 
plies ſuch a firm dependence on the Lon Jesvs, as to truſt in 
him alone for eternal ſalvation, and as ſuitable, ſurpaſſing human 
thought, to ſupply the every want of his people : Its appropriating 
language is, The Sox of Gon loved uf, and gave himfelf for 
uE: - beloved is mine and I am his : + --- Surely fball one 
fay, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and firength. 1 And the ge- 
nuine effects of this real and appropriating faith, are, true peace 
and joy in believing ; --- the love of God, and a uniſorm obe- 
dience to his goſpel ; together with a ſoul-reviving hope, full of 
immortality, Theſe, in ſome degree or other, are the proper 
effects and evidences of a juſliſying faith ; and they always will 
be found, in a greater or leſs degree, in the perſon juſtified. 
The means and the end are always inſeparable: So: that we 
may juſtly conclude from hence, that real repentance, true god- 
lineſs, and evangelical obedience, are not at all the conditions of 
our juſtification z but the only fruits. and evidences of a real 
juſtified ſtate, As this appears to be the doctrine of ſeripture, 
as well as of the articles and homilies of our Church, give me 
leave to aſk, whether Mr. Gawnt has not evidently over- ſnot the 
mark, and gone beyond the bounds even of modeſty and truth, 
in j Joining faith and works with the infinitely rich, free, and 
vereign grace of Gon, which is every where in the inſpired is 
ſpoken of as being ſeparate. from either ? - And bath he not, 
contrary to ſcripture and our Church, ſpoken of works as being 
the antecedent of faith, when both declare, that by them faith is 
made perſact, or evidenced ; and as clearly diſcerned as a tree is, 
by its fruits. 

Gal. ii. 20. + Cant. is, 16. f Ia. xlr. 24. 


But 
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Bot inſtead of this idle and unſctiptural way of treating the 
ſacred truths of Gop's goſpel, how incomparably more pleaſing 
would it be, to ſee our author come to the grand point, the mo- 
mentous buſineſs which ought to engroſs all his care and all his 
labour: I mean, to publiſh, as true miniſters of the goſpel ſhould 
do, the glorious tidings of ſalvation to loft periſning ſinners the 
only method of recovery from their ſtate of apoſtacy and ruin that 
a moſt effectual door of mercy and grace is opened for their par- 
don and acceptance through the blood of - Jesus---pointing out 
to them their need of that complete righteouſneſs which can alone 
afford peace, and the bleſſed effect of which is guietneſs and ae 
rance for ever. + - 

But to return to Mr. Gaunt. 

Many who preach juſtification by faith lone, are I believe 
<«< well-meaning perſons, and have no intention of giving occa- 
„ fton of blaſpheming to the infidel, and profligacy to the 
„ wicked: But the preaching of ſuch doctrine certainly tends 
« to make religion conſiſt more in ſpeculation, than practice; 
to relax the obligations of duty, to encourage ſinners to per- 
<« ſevere in the paths of wickedneſs, and increaſe the \torront of 

% impiety.” 
|  O ſhameful hypocriſy this, in the famous Lecturer of St. 
Martin's, who, after he has vented the malignity of his mind 
againſt the true preachers of the goſpel, by way of compromiſing 
matters, pays them the compliment of ſaying, ** they are well- 
« meaning perſons!” O fie, fie, Sir! 4+ But the preaching of 
“ ſuch doctrine What doctrine? ** Tends to encourage ſin- 
„ners to perſevere in the paths of wickedneſs.” If this was 
the real ſtate of the caſe it would be ſad indeed: But be pleaſed 
to inform us, Sir, how it comes about, that mankind in general. 

have forſaken the way of their fathers, and walked in tbe paths 
| of infidelity and wickedneſs ; for we cannot by any means ad- 
mit of the doctrines of the goſpel having the leaſt tendency to 
lead people i into a negle& of Gop, and a purſuit of iniquity, 
This is an objection that hath been often raiſed againſt guſpel - 


truths, and as often anſwered.“ It ſprings from a mind igno- 
rant 


.* Its obſervable, faith an excellent author, that when the a- 
poſtle was treating of the doctrines of the goſpel, and an objection 
was ſtarred, he cuts it ſhort with, But æubo art thou, O man, that re- 
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rant of the grace of Gon, and that is at total enmity againſt his 
divine truths: It favours of the ſmoak of the bottomleſs pit, 
and is too true a mark of the conſcience being defiled with fin, 
and an utter ſtranger to the glorious myſtery of the faith, while 
the powerful and conftraining love of an incarnate Gon hath 
never reached the heart: For I know of no motive ſo conducive 
to goſpel obedience, as a ſenſe of Jas us' love ſhed abroad in the 
heart : No motive fo powerful and perſuaſive to forfake fin 
and love holineſs, as the conſideration that Ixsus lived and died 
for me. And a faith that apprehends J=svs as the needful Sa- 
viour, and as the bleffed hope of eternal life, is always produce 
tive of true obedience : ® Nay, all God's people are choſen to 
this very end; Ele# according to the fore-tnowledge of God the 
Father, through fan#tification of the Spirit UNTO OBEDIENCE, 
and ſprinkling of the blood of Feſus Chrift,+ And I would ask, 
whether it is not matter of fact, that wherever the doctrines of 
FREE GRACE are preached up, there is not more of a confor- 
mity to the will of Gop, and a more ſteady adherence to the 


plieſt 2 1 God ? And here he breaks off abruptly with, O 10. 
depth ! ſeems to have followed the narrow winding ſtreams of 
human reaſoning, till he finds himſelf unawares upon the brink of 
an ocean that has neither bounds nor bottom. And every word ex- 
. the reverence and aſtoniſhment with which his mind was fil- 


The wiſdom of the divine counſels in their firſt plan, the 
knowl of their extenſive uences in this world, in all 
worlds, in time, and in eternity. riches of that wiſdom and 


knowledge, the depth of thoſe riches. His counſels inacceffible, 
his proceedings untraceable, All is wonderful in St. Paul's view, 
How —_— * from the trifling, arrogant ſpirit of too many 
upon this topic | 
e It is a childiſh cavil (faith the judicious Hoox ER, in his trea- 
tiſe on juſtification) our adverſaries ſo greatly pleaſe themſelves 
with, exclaiming that we tread all chriſtian virtues under our feet; 
we teach that raiTH ALONE JUSTIFIETH». Whereas by 
this ſpeech we never meant to exclude either hope or charity, from 
being the 3 mates with faith in the man that is juſtified ; 
or works from being added as neceſſary duties required of every juſ. 


tified man; but to ſhew that faith is the only hand which putteth 
on Can1sT to juſtification ; and Cnais r the only garment, which 
being fo put on covereth the ſhame of our defiled natures, hideth 
the imperfection of our works, and preſerveth us blameleſs in the 


+ 1 Pet. i. 2, 
G precepts 


ſight of Gop, 
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precepts of the goſpel, which teach the neceſſity of denying © 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and living ſoberly, righteouſly and 
3 than when, on the contrary, theſe Gop-exalting truths 
are Les for a mere ſyſtem of man's deviſing ? Is it not de- 
monſtratively evident, that notwithſtanding the repeated lectures 
we have had on morality, there is not ſo much as the very ſha- 
dow of it remaining among many of us? Are not the bulk of 
the people, even among thoſe upon whom Mr, Gaunt's favourite 
principles are inculcated, grown ſupinely neglectful of religion, 
and through a departure from the truth as it is in Ixsus, be- 
come vain and fooliſh in their imaginations, and been fre- 
quently too eager to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs * Nay, 
are not the generality of our moraliſis dead to the cauſe of Gon, 
and the intereſt of true godlineſs? Does not a total diſregard 
of religion prevail among all ſorts and degrees of people? And 
are they not moſt of them in the purſuit of one vanity or ano- 
ther? Yes verily; we have every day melancholy proof of this 

ſad degeneracy from goſpel principles. And does Mr. Gaunt 
enquire the cauſe of all this ? Let him but look around him for 
a moment, and take a ſerious view of things, as they offer them- 
ſelves to his conſideration, even within the limits of his own 
pariſh, and he may eaſily perceive the reaſon of that neglect of 


Go, which ſo much prevails and abounds amongſt us. 


Let us then, however others may act, as many of us as 
<« believe in Gop and CuR18T, be careful to perform good 
« works.” 

Here I would j join my ardent. wiſhes with Mr. Gaunt, that 
this might more and more be the caſe. For my own part, I 


can truly ſay, that it would be the very rejoicing of my heart 


to ſee a real revival of godlineſs amongſt us, and that all who 
profeſs to know Jesvs, might not in warks deny him; but that 
a ſpiritual increaſe in holineſs might abound in every heart, and 
in every ſociety. 

Happy, happy beyond expreſſion will thoſe perſons be who 
« endeavour ſincerely to perform the commandments of their 


„ Gop; they will find, to their unſpeakable ſatisfaction, the 


& work of righteouſneſs to be peace, and the Re of righteouſneſi- + 

6 quietneſs and effurance for ever.” 
Here our author is harping upon his old ſtring, and flattering 
his hearers with the fand, but deluſive hope af eternal happineſs 
<3 


cot 
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as the reſult of their own endeavours, without the leaſt menti- 
on of the death and reſurrection of the incarnate Gop, It is 
on his own righteouſneſs he ſo ſafely leans, and on the merits of 
his own performances he founds his expectation of the promiſed 
reward. But how contrary this, to what the goſpel reveals as 
the only method of acceptance with Gop, both here and here- 
after: And how contrary this, to the language of all true be- 
lievers, who are led to ſay In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and 
firength. Renouncing all dependence on their own imperfe& 
righteouſneſs, they look unto JzsUs, who of Gop is made un- 
to them righteouſneſs---and can exulting ſay with holy boldneſs, 
The Lord our righteouſneſs. Nor indeed can the conſcience of a- 
ny truly awakened ſinner find the leaſt ſolid peace or comfort, 
in any thing ſhort of this juſtifying righteouſneſs ; and I repeat 
it again, it is this ALONE which can afford peace, and the effect 


of this ALONE, which will be guietneſt and aſſurance for ever. 


From theſe Remarks, then, does it not appear, that Mr. G- 
has been preaching againſt the articles of the eſtabliſhed Church, 
and attacking the grand and important doctrines of ſcripture and 
the reformation ? If then, on a fair and impartial enquiry, he 
ſhould be found an impugner of the religion of CHRIST, as e- 
ſtabliſhed in the Church of England, is be not juſtly liable to be 
« excommunicated, ipſe facto, and not to be reſtored but only 
« by the Archbiſhop, after his repentance, and public revoca- 


& tion of ſuch his wicked errors “* 


That the Loxp would pleaſe to give him a ſaving repentance, 
not to be repented of; convince him of the fatal error of his judg- 
ment, and enable him to make a revocation of what has been 
injurious to the ſupreme glory of the eternal Gop, and tho 
peace of his Church, as publickly as he has done the injury, is 
the ſincere prayer of | 


His willing Servant for CxISx's Sake, 
s See the Fifth Canon. 
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